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SYNOPSIS. Conoidean gastropod molluscs (formerly treated within the family Turridae) from 20 deep-sea (bathyal) 
stations of the John Murray Expedition (North-Western Indian Ocean) are described. A total of 50 species from 11 
families and subfamilies, and 31 genera and subgenera, have been found in the material studied. 17 species are described as 


new. 


INTRODUCTION 


The John Murray Expedition worked aboard the ‘Mabahiss’ in 
the northwestern part of the Indian Ocean in 1933-34 and 
collected invaluable biological material from the area which has 
not been subsequently explored on such a large scale. However, 
no account of the gastropods collected by that expedition have 
ever been published. Through the courtesy of Dr John D. Taylor 
of The Natural History Museum, London I was able to study the 
conoidean gastropods from that collection. This paper deals 
with deep-sea samples of that part of the Conoidea (= 
Toxoglossa) which was usually treated as the family Turridae. 
The Turridae s.l., unlike the Terebridae and Conus, are very 
characteristic of the deep-sea molluscan fauna, of which they 
comprise a considerable part. The material studied was 
previously loaned to the late A.W.B. Powell who mentioned 
some of the species in two parts of his revision of Indo-Pacific 
Turridae (Powell, 1964, 1969). However, none of Powell's species 
identifications was found on labels accompanying the samples. 


MATERIAL AND METHODS 


The molluscs studied were collected at 20 bathyal (depth 
183-2312 m) stations of H.E.M.S. ‘Mabahiss’ in the 
North-Western Indian Ocean (Table 1). The classification of 
Conoidea used in the present paper follows that adopted by 
Taylor et al. (1993). All the material including the type 
specimens of the new species is stored in the Natural History 
Museum. 


ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THE TEXT 


NHM The Natural History Museum, London 
JME John Murray Expedition 

H shell height 

D shell diameter 


Hs spire height 
Hb body whorl height 
Ha aperture height 
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TAXONOMY 


Family DRILLIIDAE Morrison, 1966. ICZN pending 
Genus DRILLIA Gray, 1838 


Type species: Drillia umbilicata Gray, 
designation Gray, 1847) 


1838 (subsequent 


Drillia altispira Sysoev, new Species 
Figs 18 & 19 
MATERIAL. stn 176, | shell (holotype, No. 1993088). 


DESCRIPTION. The shell is rather large, claviform, with very 
high spire exceeding half of the shell height, thick and solid, 
light-brown, consisting of almost 12 whorls. The protoconch is 
missing. The whorls are weakly convex and slightly angled; the 
point of angulation is situated below the periphery in the spire 
whorls, but shifts upwards on the last whorls. The subsutural 
slope is concave, and the prominence of concavity increases 
towards the body whorl. Sutures are clear, straight, and shallow. 
Axial sculpture consists of oblique, narrowly crested folds 
terminating on the subsutural slope. Some folds form weak 
nodules just below the suture. The folds become subobsolete on 
the last quarter of body whorl, probably as a result of preceding 
shell damage. There are 14 folds on the penultimate whorl and 
about the same number on the body whorl. Spiral ribs are 
numerous, uniform, rounded, moderately strong, with 
interspaces equal to them in width. The ribs cover the entire shell 
surface but become narrower, closer, and weaker on the 
subsutural slope. The shell base forms a weak bend in passing to 
a moderately developed fasciole. The aperture is rather small, 
inversely pyriform, with a distinct stromboid notch. The outer 
lip with a thin edge, projects strongly and forms an alate 
expansion between the anal sinus and stromboid notch. There is 
no prominent prelabral varix, only a thin fold curved in 
correspondence to growth lines is present. The inner lip is 
covered by thick and wide glossy callus which is mostly free 
along its outer edge and forms a shallow false umbilical cavity. 
The parietal callus pad is large and rounded, constricting the 
entrance to the anal sinus. The anal sinus is deep, U-shaped, with 
spout-like edge, directed slightly adapically. The canal is short, 
slightly bent to the right, shallowly notched and obliquely 
truncated. H = 37.9, Hb= 17.5, Ha = 14.2, D=11.4 mm. 
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Table 1 Stations of H.E.M.S. ‘Mabahiss’ where deep-sea conoideans were collected. 

No. Position Area Date Depth, m Gear 

26 12°29'30" N, 50°51'30" E Gulf of Aden 11.10.1933 2312 AT 

33 13°41'00" N, 48°17'00" Eto Gulf of Aden 15.10.1933 1295 AT 
13°40'00" N, 48°18'00" E 

34 13°05'36" N, 46°24'42" E Gulf of Aden 16.10.1933 1022 AT 

35) 13°14'24" N, 46°14'12" Eto Gulf of Aden 16.10.1933 457-549 OT 
13°13'24" N, 46°10'00" E 

42 17°26'00" N, 55°49'00" E Hadramaut 27.10.1933 1415 TD 

62 22°53'30" N, 64°56'10" E to Gulf of Oman 18.11.1933 1893 AT 
22°56'30" N, 64°56'30" E 

106 05°38'54" S, 39°15'42" E to Zanzibar 12.01.1934 183-194 AT 
05°40'18" S, 39°17'36" E 

107 05°15'30" S, 39°33'00" E to Zanzibar 12.01.1934 421-457 AT 
05°17'14" S, 39°32'48" E 

118 04°05'54" S, 41°10'12" Eto Zanzibar 17.01.1934 1789 AT 
04°17'00" S, 41°11'48" E 

119 06°29'24" S, 39°49'54" E to Zanzibar 19.01.1934 1207-1463 AT 
06°32'00" S, 39°53'30" E 

122 05°21'24" S, 39°23'00" E to Zanzibar 22.01.1934 732 OT 
05°22'36" S, 39°22'18" E 

143 05°15'48" S, 73°22'48" E to Maldive Is. 30.03.1934 797 AT 
05°13'42" S, 13P23367E 

145 04°58'42" S, 73°16'24" E Maldive Is. 02.04.1932 494 AT 

158 04°42'30" S, 72°42'30" E to Maldive Is. 07.04.1934 786-1170 AT 
04°36'48" S, 72°48'54" E 

176 12°04'06" N, 50°38'36" E Gulf of Aden 02.05.1934 665-732 AT 

180 12°03'24" N, 50%40'12" E Gulf of Aden 02.05.1934 397 G 

184 14°36'06" N, 51°00'18" Eto Gulf of Aden 04.05.1934 1270 AT 
14°38'42" N, 50°57'42" E 

185 13°48'06" N, 49°16'48" E to Gulf of Aden 05.05.1934 2000 AT 
13°48'36" N, 49°16'24 E 

188 13°43'18" N, 47°56'54" Eto Gulf of Aden 06 05.1934 528 AT 
13°46'00" N, 47°50'42 E 

193 13°06'12" N, 46°24'30" E to Gulf of Aden 07.05.1934 1061-1080 AT 
13°03'00" N, 46°21'42"E 


AT - Agassiz trawl, OT — otter trawl, TD - triangular dredge, G — grab. 


The new species resembles Drillia tasconium Melvill & 
Standen, 1901 from the Persian Gulf but differs in the high spire, 
larger and more solid shell, and absence of spiral sulci which 
deeply furrow the subsutural area in D. tasconium. 


DISTRIBUTION. Gulf of Aden, 655—732 m. 


Genus HORAICLAVUS Oyama in Taki & Oyama, 1954 


Type species: Mangelia splendida A.Adams, 1867 (original 
designation) 


Horaiclavus splendidus (A.Adams, 1867) 


Figs 20 & 21 


Mangelia splendida A.Adams, 1867, p. 309, pl. 19, fig. 24. 

Horaiclavus splendidus (A.Adams) — Shuto, 1965, p. 154—155, pl. 
29, figs 13-15, text-figs 3, 5; Powell, 1966, p. 142, pl. 23, fig. 13; 
Habe, 1970, p. 120, pl. 38, fig. 13; Kuroda et al., 1971, p. 
212-213, pl. 55, fig. 4; Shuto, 1975, p. 166, pl. 6, fig. 17. 


TYPE LOCALITY. Goto Islands, Japan. 
MATERIAL. stn 176, 3 shells; 188, 1 shell. 


All the JME shells, unlike the specimens illustrated elsewhere, 
are uniformly coloured; the colour has probably faded since the 


time of collection. The protoconch consists of about 2.5 whorls, 
with very small and adpressed initial volution. This is more than 
in the holotype (Shuto, 1975, pl. 6, fig. 17; though it is impossible 
to evaluate the exact number of volutions from the lateral side of 
the illustrated shell) and in Pleistocene shells (1 2/3 whorls, 
Shuto, 1965). 

The JME shells are more similar to Japanese shells than to the 
geographically closer H. madurensis (Schepman, 1913). The 
latter species has somewhat broader and much smaller shell 
(holotype is 14.8 mm in height at 8 teleoconch whorls, according 
to Shuto, 1970, vs. 27.8-32.8 mm at 8-9 whorls in the JME 
shells) with shorter canal and weaker ribs. However in fact these 
species differ only slightly from each other, and H. madurensis 
seems to have no more than subspecific status. 

The familial position of Horaiclavus is still uncertain. Its 
radula was never figured, though Oyama (Taki & Oyama, 1954) 
mentioned that it is similar to that of Comitas and Inquisitor. 
Shuto (1983) described the radula of Horaiclavus as ‘true 
toxoglossate according to Kuroda, Habe and Oyama (1971, p. 
327). However, the cited page contains no information about 
this genus. Until the examination of the radula, I have to follow 
Shuto (1975, 1983) in assigning Horaiclavus to Drilliidae. 


DISTRIBUTION. Japan, 50-200 m, and Gulf of Aden, 528-732 
m. The present record is a considerable geographic as well as 
bathymetric range extension for the species. 
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Figs 1-5 Radulae. 1 — Splendrillia zanzibarica Sysoev, new species, holotype; 2 — Inquisitor adenicus Sysoev, new species, paratype, stn 33, H = 34.4 
mm; 3-1. indistinctus Sysoev, new species, paratype, stn 145, H = 27.4 mm; 4 — Typhlomangelia adenica Sysoev, new species, paratype, stn 185, H = 
7.7 mm; 5 - Borsonia ( Cordieria) symbiophora Sysoev, new species, paratype, stn 185, H = 21.8 mm. Scale-line = 0.1 mm. 
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Figs6-13 Radulae (6-9) and opercula (10-13). 6 — Typhlomangelia maldivica Sysoev, new species, paratype, stn 143, H = 27.8 mm; 7 — Bathytoma 
( Parabathytoma) oldhami (E.A. Smith, 1899), stn 145, H = 41.0 mm; 8 — B. (P.) regnans Melvill, 1918, stn 34, H = 26.6 mm; 9— B. (P.) fissa (von 
Martens, 1901), stn 176, H = 35.3 mm; 10 — Splendrillia zanzibarica Sysoev, new species, holotype; 11 — Inquisitor indistinctus Sysoev, new species, 
paratype, stn 145, H = 27.4 mm; 12, 13 — Borsonia ( Cordieria ) symbiophora Sysoev, new species, paratypes, stn 185, H = 21.8 mm (12) and stn 26, H 
= 20.1 mm (13). Scale-lines 0.1 mm (6-9) and 1 mm (10-13). 
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Figs 14-17 Opercula. 14 — Typhlomangelia adenica Sysoev, new species, paratype, stn 185, H = 7.7 mm; 15 - T. maldivica Sysoev, new species, para- 
type, stn 143, H = 27.8 mm; 16 — Bathytoma ( Parabathytoma) regnans Melvill, 1918, stn 34, H = 26.6 mm; 17 - B. (P.) fissa (von Martens, 1901), 


stn 176, H = 35.3 mm. Scale-line = 0.1 mm. 


Genus SPLENDRILLIA Hedley, 1922 


Type species: Drillia woodsi Beddome, 


designation) 


1883 (original 


Splendrillia zanzibarica Sysoev, new species 
Figs 1, 10 & 22 


MATERIAL. stn 119, I specimen (holotype, No. 1993089) and 1 
shell (paratype, No. 1993090). 


DESCRIPTION OF HOLOTYPE. The shell is of medium size for the 
genus, slender, angularly claviform, grayish-white with dull 
surface, rather thin, consisting of 5.5 remained whorls. The 
protoconch is missing; the bluntly closed beginning of initial 
teleoconch whorls is seen in the shell apex. The whorls are angled 
slightly above the periphery, concave above the angulation and 
almost flat below it. Sutures are clear, shallow, slightly wavy. The 
spire is high, occupying about 0.4 of the shell height. Axial 
sculpture consists of strong oblique folds, rapidly disappearing 
on subsutural slope and forming pointed tubercles at the whorl 
periphery. Intervals between folds are narrower than the folds 
themselves. The folds reach the lower part of the shell base but 
weaken greatly on the last third of the body whorl. There are 
about 15 folds on the body whorl and 12 on the penultimate. 
Spiral sculpture is absent except for very indistinct striation seen 
only on the shell base near aperture. The aperture is oval and 
gradually narrows towards the canal. The inner lip is covered by 
a longitudinally rugose callus. The anal sinus is rather shallow, 
broadly open, with the edge somewhat spout-like. The canal is 
moderately long and wide. H = 19.3, Hb = 11.7, Ha = 9.3, D = 
8.1 mm. 

The operculum is oblanceolate, with a terminal nucleus. 
Radula is typical for the genus, with small central and comb-like 
lateral teeth. Each marginal tooth is accompanied by a 
transparent, usually more or less triangular plate at its base 
(better seen in detached teeth) which is probably a part of 


radular membrane serving as a tooth ligament. Mean length of 
marginal teeth is 0.26 mm. 

The shell of the paratype (H = 19.4 mm) is badly worn and 
does not differ from the holotype in essential characters. 

The species is characterized by strongly angled whorls, 
oblique axials, and, especially, long canal. It resembles the East 
African Drillia indra Thiele, 1925 while differing in having 
almost 3 times larger shell with long axials and without a distinct 
angulation at the shell base. 


DISTRIBUTION. Zanzibar, 1207-1463 m. 


Family TURRIDAE H. & A.Adams, 1853 
Subfamily CLAVATULINAE 
Genus TURRICULA Schumacher, 1817 


Type species: Turricula flanımea Schumacher, 1817 (monotypy) 
(= Murex tornatus Dillwyn, 1817) 


Turricula new species 
Figs 26 & 30 


MATERIAL. stn 119, 1 shell. 


A single young shell (H = 21.0 mm) apparently represents a new 
species. It resembles most closely the shallow-water species 
Turricula catena (Reeve, 1843) distributed in the Red Sea and 
Persian Gulf, but clearly differs in the absence of the subsutural 
fold sculptured with axial ribs and in the absence of spiral 
sculpture on the shell base. In general shell outline it also 
resembles Surcula fulminata var. gloriosa Melvill, 1917, which 
Powell (1969) dismissed as an abnormal variant of Turricula 
tornata fulminata (Kiener, 1839-40), but is distinguished in its 
heavy nodulose peripheral carina and almost complete absence 
of spiral ribs except for those on the canal. However it seems 
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reasonable to refrain from formal description of a new species 
based on a single young shell. 


DISTRIBUTION. Zanzibar, 1207-1463 m. 


Subfamily COCHLESPIRINAE Powell, 1942 
Genus COCHLESPIRA Conrad, 1865 


Type species: Pleurotoma cristata Conrad, 1847 (monotypy) 


Cochlespira travancorica (E.A.Smith, 1896) 
Figs 


Pleurotoma (Ancistrosyrinx) travancorica E.A.Smith, 1896, p. 
368; 1906, p. 163; Alcock & Anderson, 1898, pl. 7, figs 1, la. 
Pleurotoma (Ancistrosyrinx) travancorica var. granulata 
E.A.Smith, 1904, p. 459. 

Ancistrosyrinx travancorica var. granulata (E.A.Smith) — 
Schepman, 1913, p. 420. 

Cochlespira travancorica travancorica (E.A.Smith) & C. 
travancorica travancorica forma granulata (E.A.Smith) — 
Powell, 1969, p. 396-397, pl. 307. 


TYPE LOCALITY. off Travancore (India), 460 fms (travancorica), 
‘Investigator’, stn 229, 360 fms (var. granulata). 


MATERIAL. stn 107, 1 shell. 


The JME specimen was determined and described by Powell 
(1969: 396-397) as C. travancorica travancorica forma granulata. 
However this specimen differs from the latter variety (in 
accordance with both original and Schepman’s (1913: 420) 
descriptions) in the absence of granules on the spiral ribs of the 
shell base and subsutural slope. The only character in common 
with the variety granulata, is the presence of weak spiral ribs on 
the subsutural slope. At the same time, these differences are 
taxonomically insignificant since the variety granulata, as it was 
mentioned by Powell, apparently does not warrant even a 
subspecific status and represents a form of intraspecific 
variability (this, in particular, makes superfluous the recognition 
of the nominotypical subspecies by Powell (1969: 396)). 


DISTRIBUTION. East Africa, India, Indonesia, 338-743 m. 


Cochlespira zanzibarica Sysoev, new Species 
Figs 23 & 24 
MATERIAL. stn 119, I shell (holotype, No. 1993091). 


DESCRIPTION. The shell is small, light-brown, with glossy 
surface, rather solid, fusiform, consisting of 6.5 preserved 
whorls. The protoconch is missing and the upper whorls are 
heavily eroded. The whorls are angled below the periphery and 
concave upper and below the angulation; the position of the 
angulation on the spire whorls shifts upward towards the body 
whorl. The sutures are straight and very shallowly impressed. 
The sculpture consists only of a strong median keel with 
rounded, pointed tubercles (16 on the body and penultimate 
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whorls) and a low ridge on the upper part of the shell base. The 
ridge is hard to trace above the suture on last spire whorls. The 
growth lines are very thin. The shell base is angled in its upper 
part, where the ridge is situated, and slightly and evenly concave 
below the angulation; it smoothly passes into the canal. The 
aperture is narrow, with the inner lip weakly and evenly curved. 
The anal sinus is broad and moderately deep, with the apex 
situated in the middle of subsutural slope. The canal is straight 
and rather short (the end is apparently slightly broken). H = 
16.9, Hb = 10.2, Ha = 7.6, D = 6.9 mm. 

The new species obviously belongs to the ‘semiplana group’ 
sensu Powell, 1969 which includes two fossil and two Recent 
deep-water species and is characterized by the presence of a 
strong basal keel. The new species differs from all known species 
of the group by the complete absence of spiral sculpture on the 
shell base, except for low ridge and in its more stout shell with 
rather short canal. It is also similar to species of the genus 
Chesasyrinx Petuch, 1988 known from Miocene of Maryland, 
USA. Although Petuch (1988: p. 38-39) did not compare 
Chesasyrinx with Cochlespira in the original description, the 
striking similarity of shells of Chesasyrinx and ‘semiplana 
group’ of Cochlespira may be reason for synonymizing these 
genera. 


DISTRIBUTION. Zanzibar area, 1207-1463 m. 


Genus COMITAS Finlay, 1926 


Type species: Drillia fusiformis Hutton, 1877 (= Surcula huttoni 
Suter, 1914) (original designation) 


Comitas subsuturalis (von Martens, 1902) 
Figs 31-40 


Pleurotoma (Brachytoma) subsuturalis von Martens, 1902, p. 
239. 

Brachytoma subsuturalis (von Martens) — von Martens, 1903 
[1904], p. 85, pl. 1, fig. 7. 

Comitas subsuturalis (von Martens) — Powell, 1969, p. 285, pl. 
226, figs 34. 


TYPE LOCALITY. “Valdivia”, stn 256, off Somali, 1134 m. 


MATERIAL. stn 33, 3 specimens and 4 shells; stn 34, 1 specimen 
and 8 shells; stn 118, 1 specimen and | shell; stn 143, 9 
specimens; stn 145, 2 specimens; stn 184, 7 specimens and | shell; 
stn 193, 3 shells. 


Examination of the large series of JME specimens revealed very 
a high variability of C. subsuturalis in sculpture and shell 
proportions. Some specimens are very similar to the original 
illustration of von Martens (e.g. Figs 37, 38) whilst others, often 
from the same station, may differ in narrower (or, conversely, 
broader) shells with more or less high position of peripheral 
keel, variously differentiated spiral ribs on the shell base, and 
more or less prominent and numerous tubercles on subsutural 
fold. The largest JME shell is 32.4 mm in height and 12.0 mm in 
width. 


Figs 18-30 Clavusidae, Clavatulinae and Cochlespirinae. 18, 19 — Drillia altispira Sysoev, new species, holotype; 20, 21 — Horaiclavus splendidus (A. 
Adams, 1867), stn 188 (20) and 176 (21), H = 32.4 (20) and 32.8 (21) mm; 22 — Splendrillia zanzibarica Sysoev, new species, holotype; 23, 24 — Coch- 
lespira zanzibarica Sysoev, new species, holotype; 25 — Cochlespira travancorica (E.A. Smith, 1896), stn 107, H = 19.1 mm; 26, 30 — Turricula new 
species, stn 119, H = 21.0 mm; 27 — Comitas elegans Sysoev, new species, holotype; 28 — Leucosyrinx claviforma (Kosuge, 1992), stn 158, H = 28.0 


mm; 29 — Comitas curviplicata Sysoev, new species, holotype. 


Powell (1969, p. 285) mentioned ‘a related new species from 
the Gulf of Aden in 1270 metres”, i.e. from stn 184, but did not 
give a formal description nor reasons for this. However, extreme 
variants of C. subsuturalis from stn 184 are connected by 
intermediate forms and can be therefore identified as that 
species. 

Specimens from two stations off Maldive Islands comprise a 
distinct group differing from East African shells in smaller size 
(15.5-21.0 mm at 6-7 teleoconch whorls vs. 21.8—28.7 in typical 
C. subsuturalis) and more slender shell proportions (H/D ratio is 
2.82-3.12, mean 2.95 (n= 11) vs. 2.10-2.94 (2.10-2.70 in 19 out 
of 20 shells measured), mean 2.34). These differences are 
probably connected with geographical isolation of the Maldive 
Islands resulting in formation of morphologically isolated 
population of the species. If the above-mentioned metric 
differences will be confirmed in additional samples, the 
population of C. subsuturalis from Maldive Islands should be 
considered as a distinct subspecies. This population represents a 
transition (both geographical and conchological) to C. exstructa 
von Martens, 1903, described from Nicobar Islands. The latter 
species ıs distinguished only by an even narrower shell (H/D 
ratio is 3.43 in the holotype) with longer axial folds (as far as it 
can be judged from von Martens’ figure). Examination of type 
material may however reveal that C. exstructa is asynonym of C. 
subsuturalis. A similar statement is probably true for C. 
obtusigemmata Schepman, 1913, which does not differ from C. 
subsuturalis in essential conchological characters. 


DISTRIBUTION. East Africa from the Gulf of Aden to Zanzibar, 
and Maldive Islands, 494-1789 m. 


Comitas erica (Thiele, 1925) 
Fig. 41 


Leucosyrinx erica Thiele, 1925, p. 236, pl. 36(24), fig. 25. 
Comitas erica (Thiele) — Powell, 1969, p. 284, p. 226, fig. 2. 


TYPE LOCALITY. “Valdivia”, stn 191, off Siberut Id. (Sumatra), 
750 m. 


MATERIAL. stn 143, 2 specimens. Also mentioned by Powell 
(1969) from stn 108 (Zanzibar area, SE of Pemba Island, 786 m). 


Both specimens are very similar to the original figure and the 
species variability thus seems to be rather low. One of JME 
specimens is larger than Thiele's holotype (20.9 vs. 16.5 mm), but 
has the appearance of an immature shell. The species was found 
in the sample also containing C. subsuturalis, but it can be easily 
distinguished from the latter, by the grayish-white shell with 
weaker subsutural tubercles, closer-spaced spiral ribs, two of 
which on the upper shell base are more prominent, and larger 
protoconch (0.95 mm in diameter vs. 0.7-0.8 mm in C. 
subsuturalis from the same sample). 


DISTRIBUTION. Sumatra, Zanzibar and Maldive Islands, 
750-797 m. 


Figs 31-41 
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Comitas paupera (Watson, 1881) 


Figs 42-48 


Pleurotoma (Drillia) paupera Watson, 1881, p. 411. 

Pleurotoma ( Typhlomangelia) paupera Watson — Watson, 1886, 
p. 317-319, pl. 25, fig. 3. 

Turricula paupera Watson — Powell, 1969, p. 244, pl. 202. 


TYPE LOCALITY. ‘Challenger’, stn 191, off the Arrou Islands 
(Arafura Sea, Indonesia), 800 fms. 


MATERIAL. stn 62, 2 specimens; stn 185, 3 specimens and 4 
shells. 


Proper determination of this species is rather intricate due to the 
very heterogeneous type material. Powell (1969) erroneously 
described Watson's syntypes as consisting of two shells with 
rounded lower whorls and obsolescent sculpture and one shell 
angulate with strong axially costae. He illustrated the latter 
specimen and designated it as the holotype (correctly named 
lectotype in the ‘Measurement’ and “Types” paragraphs). 
Actually, one of the two paralectotypes (H = 33.3 mm) has a 
rounded body whorl with obsolete axials while the axial 
sculpture On spire whorls is almost the same as in the lectotype 
(Figs 42 £ 43). The second paralectotype (Fig. 44) is represented 
by a small (H = 18.5 mm) and quite dissimilar shell, 
characterized by strongly angled whorls with axial sculpture 
consisting of strong and rounded tubercles at the place of whorl 
angulation. This specimen is so distinct that one could easily 
assign it to a separate species if it was not found in the same 
sample. 

Two at first glance rather different shells from the JME stn 62 
fit however in the range of variability described above. The larger 
shell (H = 23.4 mm, Fig. 45) is comparable to the lectotype, but 
has less convex whorls with a less pronounced subsutural slope. 
The smaller shell (H = 17.5 mm, Fig. 46) is very similar to the 
smaller paralectotype, but has even stronger peripheral nodules. 
Small specimens (14-15 mm in height) from stn 185 (Figs 47 & 
48) have shells and sculpture intermediate between the extreme 
variants. In some of the latter specimens, the spiral ribs are more 
widely spaced on the shell base and reduced in number on the 
subsutural slope. 

Thus, C. paupera appears to be very variable species with 
extreme variants being quite dissimilar to each other but 
connected by intermediate forms. 

The species was included by Powell (1969) into the genus 
Turricula Schumacher, 1817. However its operculum has a 
terminal nucleus characteristic of the genus Comitas. 

Surcula suratensis Thiele, 1925 (= Surcula coreanica of von 
Martens, 1903, not of Adams & Reeve, 1850) is similar to some 
forms of C. paupera and after examination of type material it 
may appear to be a synonym of the latter. 


DISTRIBUTION. Indonesia, Gulf of Aden, and Gulf of Oman, 
1463-2000 m. 


Comitas subsuturalis (von Martens, 1902) (31-40) and C. erica (Thiele, 1925) (41). 31, 32 — stn 184, H = 37.3 mm; 33 - stn 184, H = 25.5 


mm; 34 -stn 184, H = 24.0 mm; 35 -stn 33, H = 21.0 mm; 36 — stn 184, H = 28.6 mm; 37 — stn 34, H = 27.0 mm; 38 — stn 184, H = 21.7 mm; 39 —stn 


143, H = 21.0 mm; 40 — stn 145, H = 26.2 mm; 41 -stn 143, H = 20.9 mm. 
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A.V. SYSOEV 


Figs 42-48 Comitas paupera (Watson, 1881). 41 — lectotype, H = 40.0 mm; 43, 44 - paralectotypes, H = 33.3 (43) and 18.5 (44) mm, BM(NH) 
1887.2.9.1009-1 1; 45, 46 — stn 62, H = 23.4 (45) and 17.5 (46) mm; 47, 48 — stn 185, H = 14.0 (47) and 14.9 (48) mm. 


Comitas curviplicata Sysoev, new species 
Fig. 29 


MATERIAL. stn 184, 2 specimens (holotype No. 1993092 and 
paratype No. 1993093). 


DESCRIPTION OF HOLOTYPE. The shell medium size, fusiform, 
rather thin, covered with light-brown periostracum, consists of 7 
whorls. The protoconch is missing. The whorls are angled at the 
periphery or below it (on upper whorls). The subsutural slope is 
broad and weakly concave. Sutures are slightly wavy, shallow. 
Axial folds are low, reversed-sigmoid, they form strong rounded 
nodules below the subsutural slope and then rapidly weaken and 
become narrowly crested, but extend to the lower suture on the 
spire whorl and to lower part of the shell base. There are 15 axial 
folds on the body whorl and 13 on the penultimate. The 
subsutural slope is devoid of axial sculpture. Growth lines are 
mostly indistinct except those on the subsutural slope, but some 
are rough and raised. Spiral ribs are unequal in width and 


prominence, generally they are most closely spaced in intervals 
between peripheral nodules and further apart on the lower shell 
base and the canal. Two ribs on the upper shell base are raised 
and most prominent. The subsutural slope is covered with 
subobsolete, closely set ribs which are obsolete on some parts of 
the shell; there are also two shallow grooves in the middle of 
subsutural slope. The body whorl is large, occupying about 0.66 
of the shell height. The shell base is almost flat, evenly curved in 
transition to the canal. The aperture is oval, with the inner lip 
evenly curved and covered by a wide callus which bears oblique 
folds being the continuation of spiral ribs. The anal sinus is 
moderately deep, broadly V-shaped, with its apex being in the 
middle of subsutural slope. The canal is moderately long, 
slightly turned to left. The operculum is large, leaf-shaped, with 
terminal nucleus. H = 32.4, Hb = 21.6, Ha = 17.6, D = 13.0 mm. 

The paratype (H = 29.2, D = 11.8 mm) is similar to the 
holotype, but has rather worn surface. 

The new species is similar to C. arcana (E.A.Smith, 1899) from 
Andaman Islands and Southern India (338-658 m) but differs in 


DEEP-SEA CONOIDEAN GASTROPODS 


having a slightly larger shell with shorter and broader canal, 
shorter spire (its height is less than that of aperture plus canal), 
and long axials with characteristic reversed-sigmoid curvature 
and less strong and more numerous nodules. 


DISTRIBUTION. Gulf of Aden, 1270 m. 


Comitas elegans Sysoev, new species 
Fig. 27 
MATERIAL. stn 176, 1 shell (holotype, No. 1993094). 


DESCRIPTION. The shell is medium size, fusiform, slender, with 
a high turreted spire, solid, white under a grayish-brown 
periostracum, and consists of 8 whorls. The protoconch is 
missing. Whorls are roundly angled at the shoulder, with 
conspicuous subsutural fold, slightly concave subsutural slope, 
and almost vertical lateral sides. Sutures are shallow, wavy, and 
slightly channelled. Axial folds (12 on the body whorl and 11 on 
the penultimate one) are strong, oblique, broad, and rounded. 
They rapidly disappear on subsutural slope and slightly weaken 
towards the lower suture. On the body whorl, the folds are 
present on the whorl periphery and fade on the upper part of the 
shell base. Intervals between folds are narrower than the folds 
themselves. Spiral ribs are low, broad, rounded and divided by 
narrow interstices in the upper part of whorls below the 
subsutural slope. Towards the lower suture and on the shell base 
they become narrower, thread-like, and more widely spaced. 
Subsutural slope is smooth except for indistinct spiral grooves in 
the middle. Growth lines are numerous, thin, prominent on the 
subsutural slope. The shell base is almost flat; weakly curving, it 
passes smoothly into a long and straight canal. The aperture is 
narrow, elongate-oval and not differentiated from the canal. The 
inner lip is almost straight along most of its length, covered by 
wide but thin callus. The anal sinus, judging from growth lines, is 
rather deep, V-shaped, with the apex situated just below the 
middle of subsutural slope. H = 38.3, Hb = 24.7, Ha = 19.0, D = 
11.6mm. 

The new species is very similar to Drillia investigatoris 
E.A.Smith, 1899 and differs in having a much smaller shell (65 
mm in the unique holotype of D. investigatoris) with subsutural 
slope devoid of spiral sculpture. 


DISTRIBUTION. Gulf of Aden, 655—732 m. 


Comitas sp. 
MATERIAL. stn 184, 1 shell. 


A single broken shell (H = 24.4, upper spire whorls missing) is 
rather similar to C. trailli (Hutton, 1873) from New Zealand, but 
the worn condition of the shell hampers its proper identification. 


Genus LEUCOSYRINX Dall, 1889 


TYPE SPECIES. Pleurotoma verrilli Dall, 1881 


designation) 


(original 


Leucosyrinx claviforma (Kosuge, 1992) 

Fig. 28 

Comitas claviforma Kosuge, 1992, p. 165-166, pl. 58, figs 7-8. 
TYPE LOCALITY. off Port Hedland, Western Australia, 376 m. 


MATERIAL. stn 158, 1 shell. 
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The JME shell differs from the unique holotype in having 
slightly less angled whorls, lower spire (though the shell is 
smaller: H = 28.0 mm vs. 38.1 mm in the holotype), and reddish 
brown colour (ashy white in the holotype). However, all other 
conchological characters agree with original description and 
illustrations. 

The species was described as Comitas, but the narrow, turreted 
shell with angled whorls and the anal sinus scars indicating a 
deep sinus with greatly projected outer lip are more typical of the 
genus Leucosyrinx. 


DISTRIBUTION. Western Australia and Maldive Islands, 
376-1170 m. 


Subfamily CRASSISPIRINAE Morrison, 1966 
Genus INQUISITOR Hedley, 1918 


Type species: Pleurotoma sterrha Watson, 1881 (original 
designation) 


Inquisitor nodicostatus Kilburn, 1988 
Fig. 49 


Crassispira aesopus (non Schepman, 1913) — Kilburn, 1973, p. 
572, fig. 13a. 

Inquisitor nodicostatus Kilburn, 1988, p. 259-261, figs 36, 42, 
213-214. 


TYPE LOCALITY. Natal, South Africa (29°43'S, 31°05'E), 
164-169 fms. 


MATERIAL. stn 106, 1 shell. 


DISTRIBUTION. South Africa and Zanzibar, 183-310 m. 


Inquisitor adenicus Sysoev, new Species 
Figs 2 & 50-53 


MATERIAL. stn 33, | paratype No. 1993096/1; stn 34, 7 
paratypes No. 1993096/2-8; stn 193, holotype No. 1993095 and 
4 paratypes No. 1993096/9-12. 


DESCRIPTION OF HOLOTYPE. The shell is medium sized for the 
genus, claviform, thin but solid, with a high spire, covered with 
olivaceous-brown periostracum, and consisting of 8 whorls. The 
protoconch is missing and the upper whorls are eroded. Whorls 
are obtusely angled at the shoulder and moderately convex. 
Subsutural slope is broad and concave and the subsutural fold is 
weak and indistinct. Sutures are shallow and wavy. Axial folds 
are strong and rounded, slightly oblique, with interstices 
narrower than folds. Folds extend from the lower suture to the 
lower part of subsutural slope where they rapidly disappear. 
There are ten folds on each of two last whorls. Growth lines are 
thin, prominent on the subsutural slope. Spiral cords are strong, 
rounded, almost equally developed on axial folds and in 
interstices; they are much narrower than the interspaces between 
them. The cords are absent on subsutural slope and become 
narrower, closer and much weaker on lower part of the shell base 
towards the canal end. There are four cords on the spire whorls 
(five on the penultimate one, the lowest cord submargins the 
suture), five on the body whorl periphery, and, below a wider 
interval, about 12 on the shell base and canal. The aperture is 
elongate-oval, rather narrow, becoming slightly narrower as it 
passing into the canal. Outer lip with thin edge; inner lip 
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concave, covered with wide, longitudinally rugose callus, which 
does not form a pad at the sinus entrance. The anal sinus is deep, 
narrows markedly towards the apex, U-shaped (type (c) of 
Kilburn, 1988), and its deepest point is situated slightly below 
the middle of subsutural slope. The canal is moderately long and 
straight. H = 33.0, Hb = 18.4, Ha = 13.8, D = 10.3 mm. 

The paratypes vary slightly in the character of spiral 
sculpture: the cords may be unevenly spaced, rarely with thinner 
additional cords in some intervals. The subsutural fold is 
variously developed, sometimes it is distinct. The canal is 
narrower and sometimes curved in smaller shells and broader 
and therefore visually shorter in larger paratypes. The largest 
paratype is 34.3 mm in height. 

In the only paratype with an intact protoconch, it consists of 
1.5 rapidly increasing globose whorls (1.0 mm in diameter) with 
a smooth surface. An operculum was not found; it might be lost 
in the dried animal. The radula (Fig. 2) is typical of the genus, 
teeth with tapering distal end of the shaft, poorly differentiated 
cutting edge, and large and broad accessory limb. The tooth 
length is 0.17 mm (in paratype from stn 33, H = 34.3 mm). 

The new species resembles Funa laterculoides (Barnard, 1958) 
in general outlines but clearly differs in its protoconch, colour, 
radula, and details of sculpture. 


DISTRIBUTION. Gulf of Aden, 1022-1295 m. 


Inquisitor indistinctus Sysoev, new species 
Figs 3, 11 & 54-55 


MATERIAL. stn 145, 3 specimens and 1 shell (holotype No. 
1993097 and 3 paratypes No. 1993098). 


DESCRIPTION OF HOLOTYPE. The shell is medium size, 
claviform, slender, with rather high spire, thin but solid, covered 
with solid olivaceous periostracum, and consists of protoconch 
and 9 teleoconch whorls. The protoconch is small (0.95 mm in 
diameter) consisting of 1.5 smooth glossy whorls. Definitive 
whorls weakly convex, with a slight angulation at the shoulder. 
Subsutural slope concave except for weak subsutural fold. 
Sutures straight, moderately deep, become slightly channelled 
on the body whorl. The axial sculpture is represented by strong 
oblique rounded folds, gradually disappearing on subsutural 
slope and reaching the lower suture or, on the body whorl, the 
shell base. The folds tend to weaken on the last half of the body 
whorl. There are 14 folds on the body and penultimate whorls. 
Spiral cords override the axial folds, they are low, wide and 
rounded, the intervals are approximately equal to cords in width 
or somewhat wider. There are 16 cords on the body whorl and 
7-8 on the penultimate. The shell base is weakly convex, and 
smoothly passes into the canal. The aperture is rather narrow, 
elongate-oval, and not differentiated from the canal. The latter is 
short and wide, somewhat expanded and shallowly notched at 
the end. The anal sinus is moderately deep, rounded, 
symmetrical, and occupies the entire subsutural slope. The inner 
lip is covered with thick white callus with a free edge in the lower 
part. Columella almost straight. H = 31.3, Hb = 16.5, Ha = 12.4, 
D = 8.3 mm. 

The paratypes are smaller (H no more than 27.4 mm) and vary 
slightly in the prominence of the axial and spiral sculpture 
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including the subsutural fold. In one paratype, there is a weak 
but distinct callus pad at the entrance to anal sinus. The 
operculum is oblanceolate, with terminal nucleus. Marginal 
teeth of the radula possess broad leaf-shaped accessory limb, 
which does not reach the distal end of the shaft. The mean tooth 
length is 0.14 mm (in paratype with H = 27.4 mm). 


DISTRIBUTION. Maldive Islands, 494 m. 


Inquisitor stenos Sysoev, new species 
Figs 56 & 57 
MATERIAL. stn 176, I shell (holotype, No. 1993099). 


DESCRIPTION. The shell is rather small, slender, with high spire 
comprising about 0.5 of the shell height, yellowish-white, and 
consisting of 9 whorls. The protoconch is missing. Whorls are 
strongly angled at the periphery, and the whorl profile is very 
weakly concave above the angulation and almost flat below it. 
There is a narrow and weak subsutural fold. Sutures are straight 
and moderately deep. The axial sculpture consists of slightly 
oblique and widely spaced folds (9 on each of two last whorls) 
forming longitudinally elongated and sometimes pointed strong 
tubercles in the middle of the whorl. On early spire whorls, the 
folds are obsolete but visible on the lower part of subsutural 
slope and reach the lower suture. Towards the body whorl, they 
become obsolete near the lower suture and over most part of 
subsutural slope, but again become longer and extend over entire 
shell base in the last half of the body whorl. The last fold situated 
behind the aperture edge is much wider and stronger than other. 
Spiral sculpture consists of indistinct, rather broad ribs which 
are obsolete or subobsolete in interstices between axial folds and 
absent on the subsutural slope. The aperture is narrow, 
elongate-oval, with a thick labial callus and straight columella. 
The labrum has a thin edge and low and narrow fold-like varix 
behind the edge. The anal sinus is moderately deep, U-shaped, 
with slightly constricted entrance (type (b) of Kilburn, 1988). 
There is a moderately large, pointed, and outwardly projecting 
parietal tubercle. H = 21.3, Hb = 10.7, Ha = 18.4, D= 5.7 mm. 

The new species is distinguished by its small narrow shell with 
high spire, broad subsutural slope, low but strongly tuberculated 
at the periphery axial folds, and obscure spiral ribs. 


DISTRIBUTION. Gulf of Aden, 655—732 m. 


Inquisitor angustiliratus Sysoev, new species 
Fig. 58 
MATERIAL. stn 188, I shell (holotype, No. 1993100). 


DESCRIPTION. The shell is moderately large, with a rather high 
spire, strong, yellowish-gray, and consisting of 8 whorls. The 
protoconch is missing. Whorls are moderately convex, slightly 
angled at the shoulder, with indistinct subsutural fold and 
moderately wide (about 1/3 of the whorl height), concave 
subsutural slope. Sutures are wavy, and slightly channelled. 
Axialfolds (12 on the body whorl and 11 on the penultimate one) 
are narrow, slightly oblique, with sharpened crests, and long 
(they reach the lower suture and extend over the entire shell 
base). The folds begin in the lower part of the subsutural slope 


Figs 49-62 Crassispirinae. 49 — Inquisitor nodicostatus Kilburn, 1988, stn 106, H = 36.8 mm; 50-53 — I. adenicus Sysoev, new species, holotype (50) 
and paratypes, stn 33 (51) and 34 (52-53), H = 34.3 (51), 30.9 (52) and 26.3 (53) mm; 54, 55 — I. indistinctus Sysoev, new species, holotype (54) and 
paratype, stn 145, H = 26.0 mm (55); 56, 57 — I. stenos Sysoev, new species, holotype; 58 — I. angustilirata Sysoev, new species, holotype; 59, 60 — 
Paradrillia agalma (E.A. Smith, = 1906), stn 176, H = 15.3 mm; 61 — P. agalma?, stn 180, H = 14.4 mm; 62 — Ceritoturris sp., stn 42, H = 11.8 mm. 
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and are most prominent in the whorl periphery. Spiral ribs are 
strong, cord-like, narrow, widely spaced (but become 
progressively closer to each other and lower on the shell base and 
canal); they override the axial folds and form nodules at 
intersections. Interspaces between ribs are very finely spirally 
striate and sometimes bear a thin thread. The number of ribs 
increases from 3 to 5 in successive spire whorls. The subsutural 
fold is sculptured by two thin spiral riblets. Subsutural slope is 
smooth except for very fine spiral striations and 3-4 thin threads 
in the lower half. Growth lines are numerous, thin, and clear, on 
the body whorl some of them are rough and raised. The shell 
base is almost flat and not differentiated from the canal. The 
aperture seems to be rather wide (the outer lip is broken). The 
inner lip is weakly and evenly curved, and covered by thick 
callus. The parietal callus pad is very weak. The anal sinus 
(judging from its scars) is moderately deep, openly U-shaped 
(type (c) of Kilburn, 1988). The canal is broad and widely open. 
H = 39.5, Hb = 21.4, Ha = 16.5, D= 10.8 mm. 

The new species resembles /. coxi (Angas, 1867) from 
south-eastern Australia in whorl outline and the character of 
sculpture but clearly differs in the shell proportions. It also looks 
somewhat like an extremely stretched out specimen of 7. crassa 
(E.A.Smith, 1888). 


DISTRIBUTION. Gulf of Aden, 528 m. 


Genus PARA DRILLIA Makiyama, 1940 


Type species: Drillia dainichiensis Yokoyama, 1923 (original 
designation) 


Paradrillia agalma (E.A.Smith, 1906) 
Figs 59-61 


Pleurotoma (Surcula) agalma E.A.Smith, 1906, p. 162-163; 
Annandale & Stewart, 1909, pl. 21, figs 4, 4a. 

Paradrillia agalma (E.A.Smith) — Powell, 1969, p. 317, pl. 246, 
figs 1, 2. 


TYPE LOCALITY. ‘Investigator’, stn 269, West of Cape Comorin 
(SE India), 464 fms. 


MATERIAL. stn 176, 1 shell; stn 180, 2 shells. 


The shell from stn 176 is quite typical. It consists of protoconch 
and 7 teleoconch whorls. The previously undescribed 
protoconch is basically similar to that of P melvilli figured by 
Powell (1969, pl. 242, fig. 2). It consists of 2.5 whorls with 
smooth glossy surface, the tip is small and papillate, and a thin 
low-set keel is developed on the last whorl. There are 17 axial ribs 
on the body whorl and 15 on the penultimate one. 

The shells from stn 180 (Fig. 61) were referred to P agalma 
with some doubts. They differ in more numerous peripheral 
tubercles, weaker axial and spiral sculpture, and in the presence 
of two spiral threads on the subsutural fold and two riblets 
below the periphery on the spire whorls. They seem to be a 
transition to P melvilli Powell, 1969 in sculpture, but that species 
is almost half the size, with a proportionally higher spire and 
truncated anterior end. However, the general pattern of 
sculpture, shell outline and the character of protoconch are 
similar in all JME shells and those from stn 180 are provisionally 
assigned to P agalma pending examination of additional 
material. 


DISTRIBUTION. Ceylon and Gulf of Aden, 655-848 m. 


A.V. SYSOEV 
Genus CERITOTURRIS Dall, 1924 


Type species: Ceritoturris bittium Dall, 


designation) 


1924 (original 


?Ceritoturris sp. 
Fig. 62 
MATERIAL. stn 42, | shell. 


A single heavily damaged shell (H = 11.8 mm) from stn 42 can 
possibly be referred to Ceritoturris on the basis of its 
resemblance to both type species and C. nataliae Kilburn, 1988. 
The very bad condition of the shell renders more precise 
identification impossible. 


DISTRIBUTION. West Arabian Sea, 1415 m. 


Genus PTYCHOBELA Thiele, 1925 


Type species: Clavatula crenularis Lamarck, 1816 (= Murex 
nodulosus Gmelin, 1791) (original designation) 


Ptychobela cf. suturalis (Gray, 1838) 
Figs 79 & 80 


Drillia suturalis Gray, 1838, p. 29. 
Ptychobela suturalis (Gray) — Kilburn, 1989, p. 190, figs 5% 
(holotype) & 7-8. 


TYPE LOCALITY. unknown. 
MATERIAL. stn 35, | shell; stn 188, 2 shells. 


These shells are difficult to determine primarily due to the 
existence of numerous species of uncertain status which have 
been described within the genus Drillia and, as far as it can be 
judged from drawings (when present) and rather brief 
descriptions, are similar to the JME material (e.g. Drillia incerta 
E.A.Smith, 1877, D. atkinsoni E.A.Smith, 1877, D. variabilis 
E.A.Smith, 1877, etc.). The question cannot be resolved without 
comparative examination of type material. Nevertheless, these 
shells are quite comparable with the holotype of P suturalis 
illustrated by Kilburn (1989). The latter species is however 
characterized by usually very short axial folds with strong 
peripheral nodules (but the folds in the holotype are rather long 
— see Kilburn, 1989, fig. 6). The smaller of the JME shells (stn 
188, H = 22.7, D = 7.6 mm, Fig. 80) differs also in complete 
absence of additional spiral threads in the interspaces between 
main cords. The other shell (stn 138, H = 22.9, Hb = 15.6 mm, 
upper spire whorls are broken off and only 3.5 last whorls are 
intact) also lacks additional threads on upper spire whorls, but 
they appear on penultimate whorl and become rather strong on 
the body whorl. The anal sinus is similar in shape to that of P 
suturalis, but some of the sinus scars indicate that during the 
shell growth the sinus may be quite different: very deep and 
narrow, asymmetrical, with the upper edge of the slit almost 
parallel to the suture. The rather large shell from stn 35 (H = 
31.1, D = 11.0 mm, Fig. 79) is characterized by fairly long axials 
reaching the lower suture and a peculiar spiral sculpture of ribs 
with the upper (directed adapically) slope being much steeper 
than the lower. This produces a somewhat tiled pattern and, 
when illuminated from the shell apex, the sculpture seems to 
consist of very wide flattened ribs. 
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DISTRIBUTION. According to Kilburn (1989), P suturalis is a 
central West Pacific species (from Taiwan and Singapore to 
Queensland and Western Australia). 


Ptychobela cf. nodulosa (Gmelin, 1791) 
Fig. 84 


Murex nodulosus Gmelin, 1791, p. 3562. 

Clavatula crenularis Lamarck, 1816, p. 9, pl. 440, figs 3a,b. 

Ptychobela nodulosa (Gmelin) — Kilburn, 1989, p. 187-190, figs 
1-2) & 3-4 (neotype). 


TYPE LOCALITY. unknown. 


MATERIAL. stn 188, 1 shell. 


The situation with this species is the same as in the preceding 
case. The JME shell resembles rather closely the neotype of P 
nodulosa designated and illustrated by Kilburn (1989) in the shell 
outline and the character of sculpture. However, it lacks the 
characteristic colour pattern of P nodulosa being of uniform 
light-brown colour (the shell was dead collected and probably 
faded), and has a slightly higher spire (Hs/H = 0.49 vs. 0.41 inthe 
neotype of P nodulosa) and more convex whorls. A 
characteristic feature of the shell considered is that axial folds 
extend from suture to suture on the uppermost whorls and only 
on 8th teleoconch whorl the typical subsutural slope without 
axial sculpture is developed. 


Subfamily TURRINAE H. & A.Adams, 1953 
Genus GEMMULA Weinkauff, 1875 


Type species: Pleurotoma gemmata Reeve, 1843 (subsequent 
designation Cossmann, 1896) (= Gemmula hindsiana Berry, 
1958) 


Gemmula ( Gemmula) vagata (E.A.Smith, 1895) 
Figs 63-65 


Pleurotonia vagata E.A.Smith, 1895, p. 3, pl. 1, fig. 3; 1904, p. 
456; Alcock et al., 1907, pl. 14, figs 3, 3a. 

Gemmula vagata (E.A.Smith) — Powell, 1964, p. 258-259, pl. 196, 
fig. 10. 


TYPE LOCALITY. 'Investigator, stn 172, off Trincomalee, 
Ceylon, 200-350 fms. 


MATERIAL. stn 176, 8 shells, stn 188, 3 shells. 


The largest shell is 49.8 mm in height (apex slightly broken). 
Examination of a growth series showed that its characteristic 
features (i.e. almost vertical sides of whorls, very strongly 
excavated subsutural fold, and channelled sutures) are 
developed only when the shell reaches a certain size 
(approximately 35 mm in height and more than 10 teleoconch 
whorls). Young shells can be determined only by comparison 
with larger specimens. A peculiar and previously undescribed 
feature of the species is the presence of spiral lirae inside the 
aperture in large individuals. 


DISTRIBUTION. Gulf of Aden to Andaman Islands, 338-1061 
m. 


Gemmula ( Gemmula ) amabilis (Jickeli in Weinkauff, 
1875) 


Figs 66, 67 & 71 


Pleurotonia amabilis Jickeli in Weinkauff, 1875, p. 29, pl. 6, figs 
4, 6. 

Pleurotoma (Gemmula) amabilis Weinkauff — Sturany, 1903, pl. 
3, figs 3a-c. 

Gemmula amabilis (Weinkauff) — Powell, 1964, p. 261-262, pl. 
200, fig. 1, pl. 201, figs 3-7. 

?Gemmula amabilis (Weinkauff) — Kosuge, 1990, p. 153-154, pl. 
55, fig. 13, text-fig. 6; Kosuge, 1992, p. 163, pl. 58, fig. 1, 
text-figs 7, 11, 12-14. 


TYPE LOCALITY. Massawa (Ethiopia), Red Sea. 


MATERIAL. stn 34, 18 specimens and shells; stn 119, I shell; stn 
145, I specimen and 2 shells; stn 176, 2 shells; stn 185, 1 shell; stn 
188, 2 shells; stn 193, 3 specimens. 


The taxonomy of this species is rather confused. The name 
amabilis had long been unused until Powell (1964) applied it to 
shells from the JME material (the specimen from the JME stn 
176 figured by him (Powell, 1964, p. 200, fig. 1) was not found). 
However, Powell expressed some doubts on the identification of 
JME specimens as G. amabilis, having indicated certain 
differences from the sketchy and rather inadequate original 
figures. 

Kilburn (1983) reported that the types of Pleurotoma amabilis 
were probably lost and therefore the name amabilis must remain 
a nomen dubium. He also compared the specimen figured by 
Powell with G. pulchella Shuto, 1961 from the Pliocene of Japan. 
The latter species is characterized by smaller and much more 
numerous gemmules (29 on the body whorl of 10.2 mm holotype 
and up to 34 at the shell height of 26.57 mm — Shuto, 1965). 

Later on, Kosuge (1990, 1992) used the name amabilis for 
North-Western Australian shells and at the same time 
mentioned that Powell's specimen differs from the original 
drawings and, as far as it can be judged from the text (Kosuge, 
1990, p. 154), may not be conspecific with amabilis. The shells 
figured by Kosuge as G amabilis, actually resemble G. 
genumulina (von Martens, 1902) sensu Powell, 1964 more in the 
shell outlines and the character of spiral sculpture of alternating 
primary cords and intermediate threads. The latter species is 
distributed from Taiwan to Indonesia (Powell, 1964), which is 
far closer to North-Western Australia than the Red Sea and the 
Gulf of Aden. 

Despite the obviously ambiguos status of the name amabilis, 
it seems reasonable to conserve its application to the Gulf of 
Aden shells similar to those described by Powell, because no 
other available name for them exists. Perhaps, the examination 
of a large series of the Red Sea Gemmula, especially from the 
type locality of amabilis, would clear up the question of proper 
application of the name. The specimens of G. amabilis are 
characterized by a small slender shell (up to 25.9 mm, usually 
22-25 mm) with more or less channelled sutures, a moderately 
developed subsutural fold covered by 1-3 riblets, 2-3 prominent 
and widely spaced cords on the upper shell base without 
intermediate threads, few (usually two) thin threads on the 
subsutural slope, and 16-24 peripheral gemmae on the body 
whorl (usually 22, mean 20.7 at the shell height 18.2-25.9 mm; 
the number of gemmae does not show a strict correlation with 
the shell height). This deep-water species, due to its small size, 
can be confused with young specimens of other species of 
Gemmula. However, the presence of the ‘tertiary’ apertural 
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notch (characteristic for mature individuals of Gemmula — see 
Kantor & Sysoev, 1991) in one of the shells (H = 20.2) indicates 
that the mentioned shell size characterizes adult specimens of G. 
amabilis. 


DISTRIBUTION. North-western Indian Ocean, 494-2000 m; also 
probably from north-western Australia, 300-496 m. 


Gemmula (Gemmula) cf. congener (E.A.Smith, 1894) 


Pleurotoma congener E.A.Smith, 1894, p. 160-161, pl. 3, figs 4, 5. 

Gemmula congener subspecies congener (E.A.Smith) — Powell, 
1964, p. 251-252, p. 191, figs 1-4; Cernohorsky, 1987, p. 
123-124, figs 1, 2-3 (holotype), 4-5. 


TYPE LOCALITY. Bay of Bengal, 128 m. 


MATERIAL. stn 176, 1 shell. 


A single broken and heavily worn shell (H = 39.6 mm) can 
probably be referred to G. congener by its very strong 
gemmulated subsutural fold. 


DISTRIBUTION. Indian Ocean, 198-732 m. 


Subgenus UNEDOGEMMULA MacNeil, 1960 


Type species: Pleurotoma unedo Kiener, 1839-40 (original 
designation) 


Gemmula (Unedogemmula) unedo (Kiener, 1839-1840) 
Fig. 75 


Pleurotoma unedo Kiener, 1839-1840, p. 19, pl. 14, fig. 1. 

Gemmula ( Unedogemmula) unedo (Kiener) — Powell, 1964, p. 
269-270, pl. 175, figs 1, 6, pl. 208, figs 1, 2; Kosuge, 1988, p. 
121-122, text-figs 4, 13-15, pl. 47, figs 9, 10. 

Pleurotoma invicta Melvill, 1910, p. 15, pl. 2, fig. 27. 


TYPE LOCALITY. ‘Mers de lInde' (unedo), Persian Gulf 
(invicta). 


MATERIAL. stn 145, I specimen. 


The shell from stn 145 is peculiar in the complete absence of 
spiral sculpture on the body whorl. The sculpture is represented 
only by very rough growth lines which is probably a senile 
abnormality. 


DISTRIBUTION. Persian Gulf to Japan, 73-503 m. 


Subgenus PTYCHOSYRINX Thiele, 1925 


Type species: Pleurotoma (Subulata) bisinuata von Martens, 
1901 (original designation) 
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Gemmula ( Ptychosyrinx) bisinuata (von Martens, 1901) 
Figs 72—74 


Pleurotoma (Subulata) bisinuata von Martens, 1901, p. 17. 

Drillia (Subulata) bisinuata (von Martens) — von Martens, 1903 
[1904], p. 82, pl. 1, fig. 8. 

Ptychosyrinx bisinuata (von Martens) — Thiele, 1925, p. 
176(210), text-fig. 28 (rad.), pl. 46(34), fig. 28 (operc.); Powell, 
1964, p. 289—290, pl. 223, figs 1,2. 

Gemmula  (Ptychosyrinx)  bisinuata (von 
Cernohorsky, 1987, p. 130, figs 15—17. 


Martens) — 


TYPE LOCALITY. “Valdivia”, stn 264, near the coast of Somalia, 
1079 m. 


MATERIAL. stn 119, | specimen and 1 shell; stn 184, I specimen. 


The species is rather similar to the closely related G. teschi 
(Powell) (see below). The main differences are that, in G 
bisinuata, the subsutural rib is clear, thin, straight or slightly 
wavy, without nodules; the sutures are poorly seen and very 
shallowly impressed. In G. teschi, the subsutural rib is very 
weakly developed or absent (or there is a weak to moderate 
subsutural fold), covered with nodules which are the 
continuation of axial folds; the sutures are clear, more or less 
channelled. Additionally, the spiral ribs on the shell base in G 
bisinuata are clear and prominent; two lower ribs out of three 
upper ones are much stronger than the other. In G. teschi, the ribs 
are thinner, more uniform, more numerous and closely spaced; 
the shell base is evenly convex. 


DISTRIBUTION. East Africa from the Gulf of Aden to 
Malagasy, 818-1463 m. 


Gemmula (Ptychosyrinx) teschi (Powell, 1964) 
Figs 68-70 


Ptychosyrinx timorensis teschi Powell, 1964, p. 291-292, pl. 223, 
figs 5, 6; Abbott & Dance, 1990, p. 238, fig. (holotype). 


TYPE LOCALITY. ‘Albatross’, stn 5587, NW of Sipadan Id., 
Borneo, 415 fms. 


MATERIAL. stn 118, 6 specimens. 


Although having been described as a subspecies, G teschi 
obviously warrants specific rank from the fossil G. timorensis 
(Tesch, 1915) in having a much broader fusiform shell. The 
specimens from the JME material vary in the prominence of 
spiral ribs on the shell base and the number of peripheral 
tubercles (17-22 on the body whorl, mean 19). In no specimen is 
the subsutural fold as strong and regularly gemmate as in the 
holotype. 


DISTRIBUTION. Indonesia and Zanzibar, 635-1789 m. 


Figs 63-75 Gemmula spp. 63-65 — Gemmula (Gemmula) vagata (E.A. Smith, 1895), stn 176 (63, 64) and 188 (65), H = 48.9 (63), 33.3 (64) and 36.3 
(65) mm; 66, 67, 71 — G. (G.) amabilis (Jickeli in Weinkauff, 1875), stn 193 (66), 34 (67) and 145 (71), H = 25.8 (66), 23.3 (67) and 21.3 (71) mm; 
68-70 — Gemmula (Ptychosyrinx) teschi (Powell, 1964), stn 118, H = 28.2 (68), 27.5 (69) and 24.7 (70) mm; 72-74 — G. (P.) bisinuata (von Martens, 
1901), stn 119 (72) and 184 (73, 74), H = 18.8 (72) and 30.5 (73, 74) mm; 75 — Gemmula ( Unedogemmula) unedo (Kiener, 1839-40), stn 145, H = 


95.5mm. 
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Genus LUCERAPEX Tredale, 1936 


Type species: Pleurotoma casearia Hedley & Petterd, 1906 
(original designation) 

Lucerapex adenica Powell, 1964 

Fig. 76 

Lucerapex adenica Powell, 1964, p. 286-287, pl. 221, fig. 3. 


TYPE LOCALITY. ‘Mabahiss’ (John Murray Expedition), stn 34, 
Gulf of Aden, 1022 m. 


MATERIAL. stn 193, ] shell; also described from stn 34 and 191 
by Powell (1964). 


The specimen figured (H = 31.0 mm which is slightly more than 
in the type specimens) was probably omitted by Powell whose 
original decription of the species was based on the JME 
material. 


DISTRIBUTION. Gulf of Aden, 274-1080 m. 


Lucerapex molengraaffi (Tesch, 1915) 
Figs 77 & 78 


Pleurotoma (s.str.) molengraaffi Tesch, 1915, p. 28, pl. 77, figs 
54-56. 

Lucerapex molengraaffi (Tesch) — Powell, 1964, p. 287-288, pl. 
220, figs 3, 4, pl. 221, figs 1, 2. 


TYPE LOCALITY. Timor, Pliocene. 
MATERIAL. stn 145, 1 shell. 


DISTRIBUTION. Maldive Islands, Borneo, Celebes, Phillipines, 
464-1022 m. 


Family CONIDAE Fleming, 1822 
Subfamily CLATHURELLINAEH. & A.Adams, 1858 
Genus BORSONIA Bellardi, 1839 


Type species: Borsonia prima Bellardi, 1839 (monotypy) 


Borsonia ochracea Thiele, 1925 
Figs 82 & 83 


Borsonia ochracea Thiele, 1925, p. 183-184 (217-218), pl. 38(26), 
figs 1-3, text fig. 26. 


TYPE LOCALITY. ‘Valdivia’, stn 257, (off Somalia), 1644 m. 
MATERIAL. stn 122, I specimen; stn 184, 1 shell. 


The JME material agrees well with Thiele’s original figures 
differing only in having somewhat narrower and more widely 
spaced spiral ribs (though this may result from rather 
schematized appearance of spiral sculpture in many Thiele’s 
figures). The columellar pleat is very weak and can be seen only 
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if the aperture is broken. The radular teeth are also very similar 
to those figured by Thiele; the operculum is absent as in the type 
specimens. 


DISTRIBUTION. East Africa from Zanzibar to the Gulf of Aden, 
693—1644 m. 


Subgenus CORDIERIA Rouault, 1848 


Type species: Cordieria iberica Rouault, 1850 (subsequent 
designation Cossmann, 1896) 


Borsonia (Cordieria) symbiophora Sysoev, new species 
Figs 5, 12, 13,81 & 85 


MATERIAL. stn 26, 4 specimens (paratypes No. 1993103); stn 
118, 6 specimens (holotype No. 1993101 and 5 paratypes No. 
1993102). 


DESCRIPTION OF HOLOTYPE. The shell is of medium size for the 
genus, broadly fusiform, rather stout, strong, white under 
olivaceous periostracum and light-brown inside the aperture, 
and consisting of 7 whorls. The protoconch is missing, and the 
upper whorls are eroded. Definitive whorls are obtusely angled 
at the periphery, slightly concave at the subsutural slope and 
weakly convex below. The body whorl is rather large (0.65 of the 
shell height), the shell base is weakly convex, and passes 
smoothly into the canal. The sutures are wavy and channelled. 
The axial sculpture consists of wide, rounded, short folds which 
are obsolete in the middle part of the subsutural slope (they can 
be traced as very low tubercles just below the suture) and do not 
reach the shell base. The folds are most prominent just below the 
subsutural slope at the whorl periphery. There are 12 folds on the 
body whorl and 11 on the penultimate. Spiral sculpture is 
represented by wide, rounded. low ribs separated by narrow 
grooves and covering the entire shell surface. On the shell base, 
the ribs become subobsolete, with wider interspaces. The growth 
lines override the ribs making their surface rugose. The aperture 
is rather wide and not differentiated from the wide and short 
canal. The inner lip is smooth, covered by glossy callus. The anal 
sinus is symmetrical, wide and shallow, its deepest part is 
situated in the middle of the subsutural slope. H = 27.4, Hb = 
17.8, Ha = 13.9, D = 11.5 mm. 

The paratypes are very variable in the character of spiral 
sculpture which may be either well developed or subobsolete to 
obsolete. There is no correlation between the prominence of 
spiral ribs on the subsutural slope and on the rest part of the 
whorl. Paratypes of smaller size have more biconic shells with 
narrower canals. 

The protoconch is broken in almost all specimens. In the only 
specimen with an intact but eroded protoconch, it seems to 
consist of 1.5 rapidly increasing whorls. 

The radular teeth are typical of borsoniid group of genera, 
small (0.24 mm in paratype from stn 185, H = 21.8 mm), 
straight, rather short, with a cusp at the tooth base. 

The operculum is small, leaf-shaped, vestigial, witha terminal 
nucleus. In one paratype from stn 185 the operculum, probably 


_ Figs 76-89 Turrinae, Zonulispirinae and Clathurellinae. 76 — Lucerapex adenica Powell, 1964, stn 193, H = 31.0 mm; 77, 78 — L. molengraaffi 
(Tesch, 1915), stn 145, H = 25.1 mm; 79, 80 — Ptychobela cf. suturalis (Gray, 1838), stn 35 (79) and 188 (80), H = 31.1 (79) and 22.7 (80) mm; 81, 85 — 
Borsonia ( Cordieria ) symbiophora Sysoev, new species, holotype (81) and paratype, stn 118, H = 23.8 mm (85); 82, 83 — Borsonia ( Borsonia) ochra- 
cea Thiele, 1925, stn 122, H = 37.0 mm; 84 - Ptychobela cf. nodulosa (Gmelin, 1791), stn 188, H = 29.6 mm; 86-88 — Typhlomangelia maldivica 
Sysoev, new species, holotype (86) and paratype, stn 143, H = 32.0 mm (87, 88), 89 — 7: adenica Sysoev, new species, holotype. 
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as a result of damage and subsequent repair, is very small, 
subquadrate, with central nucleus (Fig. 12). 

AII specimens of B. symbiophora bear actinians on their shells 
and are often entirely covered with them. 

The new species differs from all known Recent species of 
Borsonia, in its stout shell with typically uniform spiral sculpture 
and smooth columella. 

The species is quite comparable with species of Borsonia and, 
especially of the Cordieria subgenus primarily differing in the 
absence of columellar plicae and the presence of operculum. 
However, the prominence (and even presence) of columellar 
plicae can vary greatly among species of the same genus and 
sometimes among shells of the same species. The presence of an 
operculum also cannot be considered as a diagnostic character 
because it is very patchily distributed in the subfamily, where 
repeated and independent reduction and loss of operculum 
undoubtedly occurred, and many faunas demonstrate a full 
range of species with well developed, vestigial or missing 
operculum (e.g. Eastern Pacific — see McLean, 1971). 

B. symbiophora is also similar to species of the subgenus 
Borsonellopsis McLean, 1971 of the genus Borsonella Dall, 1890. 
The type species of Borsonellopsis, Leucosyrinx erosina Dall, 
1908, possesses similar sculpture and shell outlines as well as a 
vestigial operculum, and lacks columellar plicae. On the other 
hand, it differs considerably from Borsonella s.str. and may not 
be congeneric. 


DISTRIBUTION. Gulf of Aden and off Mombasa (Kenya), 
1789-2312 m. 


Genus BATHYTOMA Harris & Burrows, 1891 


Type species: Murex cataphractus Brocchi, 1814 (monotypy) 


Subgenus PARABATHYTOMA Shuto, 1961 


Type species: Pleurotoma striatotuberculata Yokoyama, 1928 
(original designation) 


The differences between the generally accepted subgenera of 
Bathytoma (see Powell, 1966) seem to be rather slight. Kilburn 
(1986) mentioned that Parabathytoma differs from Micantapex 
in having radular teeth without an elongate base and in the 
absence of brephic arcuate riblets at the place of the protoconch 
transition into teleoconch whorls. However, in all the species 
described below, the presence of long, curved teeth without an 
elongate base is associated with the presence of arcuate riblets at 
the place of the protoconch termination, i.e. these species 
possess characters of both Parabathytoma and Micantapex 
sensu Kilburn. Thus, the only feature distinguishing these 
subgenera is the shape of radular teeth. The question is further 
complicated by the fact that the type species of Parabathytoma is 
a fossil Pleurotoma striatotuberculata Yokoyama, 1928, while the 
radula of type species of Micantapex, Bathytoma agnata Hedley 
& Petterd, 1906, is unknown. Nevertheless, the species listed 
below are provisionally included into Parabathytoma on the 
basis of their radular morphology. 


Figs 90-101 
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Bathytoma ( Parabathytoma) prodicia Kilburn, 1986 
Figs 90 & 91 


Bathytoma (Parabathytoma) regnans (non Melvill, 1918) — 
Kilburn, 1971, p. 31, figs 2c, 2f, 4b. 

Bathytoma ( Parabathytoma) prodicia Kilburn, 1986, p. 643, figs 
22-23. 


TYPE LOCALITY. East of Bazaruto 
Mozambique), 300-310 fms. 


Island (Southern 


MATERIAL. stn 119, 1 shell. 


The shell from the JME material differs from the holotype 
figured by Kilburn in having less prominent peripheral nodules, 
shallower anal sinus, and flattened shell base. However, all other 
essential conchological characters including the shell 
proportions (D/H = 0.43, Ha/H = 0.52) are similar to B. prodicia. 
An additional smaller (H = 23.5 mm) specimen collected off 
Zanzibar by R/V ‘Vityaz’ (stn 4680, 740 m) is in some respects 
intermediate between the typical B. prodicia and the JME shell. 


DISTRIBUTION. Southern Mozambique to Zanzibar, 420-1463 
m. 


Bathytoma ( Parabathytoma) oldhami (E.A.Smith, 1899) 
Figs 7 & 92-93 


Pleurotoma ( Bathytoma) oldhami E.A.Smith, 1899, p. 238. 
Pleurotoma oldhami E.A.Smith — Alcock & McArdle, 1901, pl. 9, 
figs 2, 2a. 


TYPE LOCALITY. 'Investigator', stn 229, off Travancore coast, 
360 fms. 


MATERIAL. stn 145, I specimen. 


The JME specimen is of approximately the same size as the 
holotype and very similar to the figure of the latter, differing 
only in slightly broader shell (H = 41.0 mm, D = 15.8 mm vs. 43 
and 15 mm in the holotype). The protoconch consists of about 
1.5 smooth globose whorls followed by several arcuate axial 
riblets which gradually become stronger and pass into the 
teleoconch sculpture. The radular teeth (Fig. 7) are long and 
strongly curved, of typical shape for the subgenus. The mean 
tooth lengthris 0.77 mm. 


DISTRIBUTION. Southern India and Maldive Islands, 494-658 
m. 

Bathytoma (Parabathytoma) regnans Melvill, 1918 

Figs 8, 16 & 94-97 


Bathytoma regnans Melvill, 1918, p. 68, textfig. 
Bathytoma regnans Melvill — Kilburn, 1986, p. 718, fig. 168 
(holotype). 


TYPE LOCALITY. Indian Ocean, 
(probably the Bay of Bengal). 


Investigator Expedition 


MATERIAL. stn 34, | specimen and 5 shells; stn 188, 2 shells; stn 
193, 6 shells. 


Clathurellinae. 90, 91 — Bathytoma ( Parabathytoma) prodicia Kilburn, 1986, stn 119, H = 32.3 mm; 92, 93 — B. (P.) oldhami (E.A. 


Smith, 1899), stn 145, H = 41.0 mm; 94-97 — B. (P.) regnans Melvill, 1918, stn 188 (94, 97), 34 (95) and 193 (96), H = 27.5 (94), 26.6 (95), 24.4 (96) 
and 25.5 (97) mm; 98-100 — B. (P.) fissa (von Martens, 1901), stn 176, H = 35.3 (98), 34.7 (99) and 38.4 (100) mm; 101 — Typhlosyrinx praecipua 


(E.A. Smith, 1899), stn 184, H = 30.2 mm. 
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The species is rather variable in the shell proportions: the shell 
may be elongated (Fig. 94) and very similar to the holotype 
figured by Kilburn (1986), or more stout and broad (Figs 95 © 
96). The H/D ratio varies from 2.03 to 2.55 (2.44 in the 
holotype). The prominence of the columellar pleat can also vary 
up to almost complete absence. However, there are rather 
constant features which are characteristic of the species and 
distinguish it from B. fissa (see below). These are a strongly 
projecting peripheral keel, distant primary spiral cords with a 
thin secondary rib in most interspaces, and low position of the 
peripheral keel, which is bordered or almost bordered by a 
deeply channelled suture even on the last spire whorls. The 
protoconch is similar to that of B. oldhami. Radular teeth are 
typical for the subgenus, awl-shaped, curved, and rather short. 
The mean tooth length is 0.46 mm at H = 26.6 mm. The 
operculum is small, oval, with subterminal nucleus. 


DISTRIBUTION. Gulf of Aden and, probably, the Bay of Bengal, 
528-1080 m. 


Bathytoma (Parabathytoma) fissa (von Martens, 1901) 
Figs 9, 17 & 98-100 


Pleurotoma ( Dolichotoma) fissa von Martens, 1901, p. 18. 
Genota ( Dolichotoma ) fissa — von Martens, 1903 [1904], p. 87, pl. 
l, fig. 14. 


TYPE LOCALITY. “Valdivia”, stn 264 (Somalia), 1079 m. 
MATERIAL. stn 176, 2 specimens and 12 shells. 


The species differs from B. regnans in having closely set spiral 
cords, with almost equally strong granular secondary cords in 
the interspaces, and less prominent peripheral keel which is 
situated rather high on last spire whorls. The sutures are less 
distinctly channelled than in B. regnans. The shell proportions 
and the prominence of peripheral keel may vary (Figs 98—100). 
There are one to three more or less developed columellar pleats; 
usually two pleats are present and the upper one may be 
subdivided into two by a groove. The radula and operculum are 
similar to those of B. regnans. The mean tooth length is 0.51 mm 
at H = 35.3 mm. 

Shells from an additional sample (R/V 'Akademik Mstislav 
Keldysh’, stn 1089, Tajoura Rift, Gulf of Aden, 857-900 m) 
show the same characteristic features and the same range of 
variability but are of larger size (up to 42.5 mm in height) and 
possess 1 (usually) or 2 columellar pleats. 


DISTRIBUTION. Somalia and Gulf of Aden, 665-1079 m. 


Genus TYPHLOMANGELIA G.O.Sars, 1878 


Type species: Pleurotoma nivale Loven, 1846 (monotypy) 


Typhlomangelia adenica Sysoev, new species 
Figs 4, 14 & 89 


MATERIAL. stn 26, 1 shell (paratype No. 1993106); stn 185, 2 
specimens (holotype No. 1993104 and paratype No. 1993105). 


DESCRIPTION OF HOLOTYPE. The shell is small, broad, turreted, 
solid, covered by thin light-brown periostracum, and consists of 
4 remaining whorls. Protoconch and probably some upper 
whorls are missing. The whorls are strongly angled at the 
periphery, the subsutural slope is concave. There is a weak 
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subsutural fold. Sutures are very shallow and indistinct. The 
body whorl is large, and the shell base is weakly convex and not 
differentiated from the canal. The axial sculpture consists of 
numerous narrow oblique folds reaching the lower suture and 
abruptly disappearing on the subsutural slope. The folds form 
pointed tubercles just below the subsutural slope. On the body 
whorl, they rapidly weaken downwards and do not reach the 
shell base. There are 19 folds on the body whorl and 15 on the 
penultimate. The subsutural slope is smooth except for growth 
lines. A single spiral cord is situated on the subsutural fold, 24 
cords are present below the subsutural slope on the spire whorls, 
and there are about 15 low, widely and evenly spaced cords on 
the body whorl, which become weaker towards the anterior end 
and finally disappear. The aperture is oval, not differentiated 
from the straight and short canal. The inner lip is covered with a 
white callus which is thickened and becomes distinctly bordered 
on the canal. The anal sinus is deep, broad and rounded, slightly 
asymmetrical, its deepest point is situated just below the middle 
of subsutural slope. H = 10.2, Hb = 6.6, Ha = 4.7, D = 5.6 mm. 

The paratypes are very similar to the holotype but smaller (H 
= 7.7, D=4.5 in paratype from stn 185 and H = 6.9, D=4.1 in 
paratype from stn 26). The operculum is rather large in 
comparison to the aperture size, broadly leaf-shaped, with a 
terminal nucleus. Radular teeth are typical of the genus, 
awl-shaped, with short and straight shaft and relatively broad 
base, 0.2 mm in length. 

The species differs from all other species of the genus in its 
very small, broad shell, with a very short and straight canal. 


DISTRIBUTION. Gulf of Aden, 2000-2312 m. 


Typhlomangelia maldivica Sysoev, new species 
Figs 6, 15 & 86-88 


MATERIAL. stn 143, 7 specimens (holotype No. 1993107 and 6 
paratypes No. 1993108). 


DESCRIPTION OF HOLOTYPE. The shell is elongate fusiform, 
slender, with a high spire, rather solid, covered with thin 
grayish-brown periostracum, and consists of protoconch and 9 
teleoconch whorls. The protoconch consists of about two 
globose smooth whorls, the surface is partly eroded. Definitive 
whorls are angled at the periphery, concave on the subsutural 
slope, with distinct subsutural fold. The body whorl occupies 
0.58 of the shell height, the shell base is weakly convex and 
passes smoothly into the slightly twisted canal. The sutures are 
distinctly channelled, especially in last whorls. The axial 
sculpture consists of rounded folds below the subsutural slope; 
they are most prominent and tuberculate in their uppermost 
parts and weaken towards the lower suture. The folds tend to 
become smoother on last spire whorls, and on the body whorl 
they are very low and restricted to the whorl periphery. There are 
13 folds on the body whorl and 12 on the penultimate. Spiral 
sculpture is represented by rather strong and widely spaced 
cords. One (or two on last whorls) strong cord is situated on the 
subsutural slope, 1-3 cords are developed below the subsutural 
slope of spire whorls (1 on initial whorls and 3 on the last one), 
and about 20 cords cover the body whorl and the canal. On the 
body whorl periphery, a weaker cord is situated in each 
interspace between primary cords. The subsutural slope of the 
initial whorls is smooth, but on subsequent whorls 1-5 thin 
riblets are developed, with a stronger one in the centre of the 
slope. The aperture is rather narrow, oval. The canal is 
moderately long. The anal sinus is deep, rounded, slightly 
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asymmetrical, with the apex situated just below the middle of the 
subsutural slope. H = 30.2, Hb = 17.4, Ha = 13.9, D = 8.8 mm. 

The paratypes vary in details of spiral sculpture, especially on 
the subsutural slope, where several rather strong and evenly 
spaced riblets may be developed. In some paratypes the spiral 
cords are more numerous, closely spaced on the canal and more 
or less irregularly distributed over the body whorl surface. There 
may be from 13 to 15 axial folds on the body whorl. The largest 
paratype has H = 32.0 and D = 9.1 mm. 

Operculum is small, oval, with terminal nucleus. Radular 
teeth are long and narrow, more or less curved, without a solid 
base, rather large (0.74 mm on the average at H = 27.8 mm). 

The new species resembles the type species of Typhlomangelia, 
Pleurotoma nivale Loven, 1846, differing well in the elongate 
shell with a high spire and prominent spiral ribs. 


DISTRIBUTION. Maldive Islands, 797 m. 


Genus TYPHLOSYRINX Thiele, 1925 


Type species: Pleurotoma ( Leucosyrinx) vepallida von Martens, 
1902 (original designation) 


Typhlosyrinx praecipua (E.A.Smith, 1899) 
Fig. 101 


Pleurotoma (Surcula) praecipua E.A.Smith, 1899, p. 239; 
Annandale & Stewart, 1910, pl. 21, figs 4, 4a. 

Typhlosyrinx praecipua (E.A.Smith) — Powell, 1969, p. 360-361, 
pl. 272, figs 2, 3. 


TYPE LOCALITY. ‘Investigator’, stn 229, off Travancore coast 
(India), 360 fms. 


MATERIAL. stn 184, 1 shell. 


The shell from stn 184 (H = 30.2 mm) corresponds quite well 
with the description and illustration of the type specimen. Axial 
folds (11 on the penultimate whorl) abruptly disappear on the 
border between the penultimate and body whorls. The spiral 
sculpture is developed only on the whorl periphery and the shell 
base, and consists of low, broad, fłattened, wavy riblets unequal 
in width and separated by narrow grooves. 


DISTRIBUTION. India and Gulf of Aden, 658-1270 m. 


Genus GLYPHOSTOMA Gabb, 1872 


Type species: Glyphostoma dentiferum Gabb, 1872 (monotypy) 


Glyphostoma maldivica Sysoev, new species 
Figs 102 & 103 
MATERIAL. stn 145, I shell (holotype No. 1993109). 


DESCRIPTION. The shell is rather small, thick, solid, 
yellowish-white, and consists of the protoconch and 5 3/4 
teleoconch whorls. The protoconch consists of 3 whorls; its 
initial part is represented by 1.5 rapidly increasing 
semi-transparent, smooth whorls followed by more solid angled 
whorls sculptured below the periphery by a narrow keel. The 
teleoconch whorls are concave below the suture and angled at 
the periphery. The sutures are clear, shallow, and wavy. The shell 
base is weakly convex and passes smoothly into the canal. The 
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shell surface is distinctly and minutely granular, the granulation 
is better seen in the interspaces between the axial folds. The 
growth lines are mostly indistinct. The axial sculpture is 
represented by rounded folds extending from the subsutural 
slope to lower suture and, on the body whorl, to the canal. There 
are 24 such folds on the body whorl and 19 on the penultimate. 
On the subsutural slope, the axial sculpture consists of 
numerous curved and rather weak folds with sharpened crests. 
They generally represent the continuation of main axial, folds 
but there may also be interstitial folds; as a result, the subsutural 
slope of the body whorl is covered with 32 folds. The spiral 
sculpture is represented by strong ribs almost equal in 
prominence to the axial folds. At the intersection with axial 
sculpture, the ribs form rounded tubercles. The interspaces 
between spiral ribs are covered by closely set threads. The ribson 
the subsutural slope are much smaller corresponding to much 
smaller axial folds. The aperture is elongate-oval. The inner lip 
bears two rather prominent pointed tubercles in its middle part 
and several smaller ones in the lower part. The outer lip is 
sharpely and wavely edged and bordered by a heavy curved 
varix. The inner surface of the aperture bears one strong 
tubercle in the upper part and a group of 5 tubercles below. The 
anal sinus is deep, U-shaped, bordered with callus and 
constricted at its entrance by a heavy tuberculated callus pad. 
The canal is straight along most its length and slightly curved 
backwards near the end. H = 17.6, Hb = 11.8, Ha = 9.8, D = 8.6 
mm. 

In general outline the new species is most similar to 
Clathurella perlissa E.A.Smith, 1904 from the Andaman Islands 
but differs in the character of sculpture and apertural 
armament. The species corresponds well to the genus 
Glyphostoma in all important conchological characters such as 
characteristic protoconch, granular surface, prominent 
subsutural slope with different sculpture (in contrast to Etrema), 
and strong intersecting spiral and axial ribs. 


DISTRIBUTION. Maldive Islands, 494 m. 


Glyphostoma supraplicata Sysoev, new species 
Figs 104 & 105 


MATERIAL. stn 176, 6 shells (holotype No. 1993110 and 5 
paratypes No. 1993111). 


DESCRIPTION OF HOLOTYPE. The shell is rather small, slender, 
fusiform, relatively solid, white, consists of protoconch and 
almost 7 teleoconch whorls. The protoconch consists of 3.5 
whorls, the tip is small and papillate. Initial embryonal whorls 
are smooth, the two last whorls angled, with a cord-like 
peripheral keel, the second weaker keel encircles the lower 
suture. The spire is tall, occupies about 0.4 of the shell height. 
Definitive whorls are angled at the shoulder and in the lower 
part, the subsutural slope is weakly concave or almost flat. The 
sutures are clear, shallow, slightly wavy. The entire shell surface is 
densely and minutely granulated, but the granulation more or 
less disappears on prominent parts of the sculpture. Growth 
lines are thin and irregularly elevated. Axial sculpture consists of 
strong, oblique, rounded folds separated by interspaces 
approximately equal in width to the folds. The folds reach the 
canal, gradually weakening on the shell base. On the subsutural 
slope, they are much weaker, narrower, almost obsolete near the 
upper suture, and curved in correspondence to the anal sinus 
scars. There are 15 folds on the body whorl and 13 on the 
penultimate. Spiral sculpture is represented by broad cords 
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below the shoulder (2 on the spire whorls and 18 on the body 
whorl plus canal). The cords are separated by 2-3 times wider 
intervals. They are often subobsolete in interstices between axial 
folds but very strong when overrided the latter. On the body 
whorl, the cords gradually diminish in width and prominence 
towards the canal end. There are 1-4 (usually 2) thin threads in 
the interspaces between cords, except between those on the 
canal, and 3-4 low rounded threads on the subsutural slope. 
Strong rounded tubercles are formed at the intersection between 
axial folds and spiral cords resulting in a beaded appearance of 
the spiral sculpture. The aperture is rather narrow, gradually 
narrowing towards the canal. The inner lip bears about 13 weak 
transverse plicae in its lower part, the plicae become closer to 
each other towards the canal end. There is a moderately 
developed parietal callus pad which is weakly tuberculate in its 
lower part. The outer lip has a sharpened edge, with a strong 
varix behind. Inside the aperture, there are 5 transverse plicae 
most prominent in the region corresponding to the varix, and a 
strong tubercle just below the anal sinus. The sinus is 
semi-tubular, U-shaped, broad and rounded, directed outside in 
relation to subsutural slope. The canal is long, slightly twisted, 
and obliquely truncated at the end. H = 22.6, Hb = 13.4, Ha = 
11.3,D=7.9 mm. 

Paratypes vary in minor details of sculpture, e.g. in the 
prominence of axials on the subsutural slope, and in more or less 
strong nodules at the intersections between spiral and axial 
elements. The largest paratype is 22.6 mm high (protoconch 
missing). 

The new species is quite similar to G. sułtana (Thiele, 1925) 
from East Africa, differing in the more slender shell (H/D ratio is 
2.70-2.91 vs. 2.55 in the holotype of G. sultana) and in the 
presence of weakened but distinct axial folds on the subsutural 
slope. A peculiar feature of the new species is the presence of a 
second keel encircling the suture on last protoconch whorls. 


DISTRIBUTION. Gulf of Aden, 655-732 m. 


Subfamily DAPHNELLINAE Deshayes, 1863 
Genus CRYPTODAPHNE Powell, 1942 


Type species: Cryptodaphne pseudodrillia Powell, 1942 (original 
designation) 

Cryptodaphne gradata (Schepman, 1913) 

Fig. 108 


Pleurotomella gradata Schepman, 1913, p. 445, pl. 30, fig. 2. 
Cryptodaphne gradata (Schepman) — Shuto, 1971, p. 11, pl. 2, figs 
4-6. 


TYPE LOCALITY. ‘Siboga’, stn 159, Halmahera Sea, 411 m. 


MATERIAL. stn 176, 1 shell. 


The shell from the JME material basically conforms to the 
description and illustrations of the holotype given by Schepman 
and Shuto (see synonymy). However it differs from the latter in 
some remarkable characters. The shell is much larger than that in 
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the holotype (18.5 mm vs. 10.0 mm), with a proportionally 
higher spire, at approximately the same number of teleoconch 
volutions (6+ vs. 6). The anal sinus is deeper, with its apex 
situated lower on the subsutural slope. The initial three whorls 
of the teleoconch bear oblique axial folds below the peripheral 
angulation. These folds form nodes on the angulation, making it 
crenulated, and rapidly weaken towards the lower suture. On 
subsequent whorls, they become less developed and disappear 
on the body whorl. The spiral sculpture lacks a regular 
alternation of strong and weak spirals mentioned by Shuto. The 
sculpture has a cancellated appearance due to the intersection 
with growth lines. Also there are widely spaced, thin, and weak 
but distinct spiral threads on the subsutural slope which were 
not described by either Schepman or Shuto. 

Nevertheless, these differences are not essential and seemingly 
do not extend beyond the range of intraspecific and 
geographical variability of C. gradata. 


DISTRIBUTION. Halmahera Sea and Gulf of Aden, 411-732 m. 


Genus FAMELICA Bouchet & Waren, 1980 


Type species: Pleurotomella catharinae Verrill & Smith, 1884 
(original designation) 


Famelica tajourensis Sysoev & Kantor, 1987 
Fig. 112 


Famelica tajourensis Sysoev & Kantor, 1987, p. 1257, fig. g, d, e, 
zh. 


TYPE LOCALITY. Akademik Kurchatov’, stn 1095, Tajoura 
Rift, Gulf of Aden, 1330-1406 m. 


MATERIAL. stn 188, 1 shell. 


The JME shell agrees well with the type material and differs 
mainly in having thin and transparent shell walls compared with 
rather thick and solid in the type specimens. 

The species is rather different from the type species of the 
genus Fanielica, but very similar to F. monotropis (Dautzenberg 
& Fischer, 1896), which was included into Famelica by the 
authors of the genus (Bouchet & Waren, 1980). On the other 
hand, the genus seems to be rather heterogeneous in respect to 
species originally included into it. Nevertheless, I do not know 
any other genus which can accomodate F. tadjourensis. A similar 
genus is Pagodidaphne Shuto, 1983, but it differs in having a less 
distinct keel on the whorl shoulder and much less elongate body 
whorl with a short canal. 


DISTRIBUTION. Gulf of Aden, 528-1406 m. 


Genus GYMNOBELA Verrill, 1884 


Type species: Gymnobela engonia Verrill, 1884 (subsequent 
designation Cossmann, 1896) 


Figs 102-112 Clathurellinae and Daphnellinae. 102, 103 — Głyphostoma maldivica Sysoev, new species, holotype; 104, 105 — G. supraplicata Sysoev, 
new species, holotype; 106, 107 — Gymnobela adenica Sysoev, new species, holotype (106) and paratype, stn 185, H = 7.1 mm (107); 108 — Crypto- 
daphne gradata (Schepman, 1913), stn 178, H = 18.5 mm; 109—111 — Gymnobela africana Sysoev, new species, holotype (109, 110) and paratype, stn 
118, H = 68.0 mm (111); 112 — Famelica tajourensis Sysoev & Kantor, 1987, stn 188, H = 10.6 mm. 
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Gymnobela adenica Sysoev, new species 
Figs 106 & 107 


MATERIAL. stn 185, 2 specimens (holotype No. 1993112 and 
paratype No. 1993113). 


DESCRIPTION OF HOLOTYPE. The shell is small, broadly biconic, 
thin, yellowish-white, and consisting of 5 remaining whorls. The 
protoconch is missing, and the upper teleoconch whorls are 
eroded. The whorls are angled below the periphery. The 
subsutural slope is almost flat on the upper spire whorls and 
concave on the body whorl. The uppermost part of subsutural 
slope is slightly raised forming an indistinct subsutural fold. The 
sutures are shallow. Growth lines are mostly indistinct, some of 
them form clear, narrow, oblique folds regularly set on the upper 
third of the subsutural fold and approximately twice as 
numerous as main axial folds. The latter are strongly oblique, 
narrow, with sharpened crests, and tuberculate at the place of 
whorl angulation. The folds are separated by narrow intervals, 
abruptly disappear on the subsutural slope and extend to the 
lower suture on the spire whorls and to the upper part of the 
shell base. There are 21 folds on the body whorl and 20 on the 
penultimate. Spiral ribs (about 30 on the body whorl plus canal) 
are strong, flattened and uniform except for narrower ones on 
the canal. Intervals between the ribs are approximately equal to 
ribs in width. The subsutural slope is densely covered with thin, 
low, rounded and closely set riblets (about 14 on each of two last 
whorls). The shell base with a distinct bend passes into a short 
and straight canal. The aperture is rather small, subrectangular, 
with the inner lip distinctly bent. The canal is narrow, attenuated 
at its end. The anal sinus is moderately deep, broadly rounded, 
its deepest point is situated in the middle of subsutural slope. H 
= 9.5, Hb = 6.9, Ha = 5.1, D = 6.0 mm. 

The paratype is very similar to the holotype except for smaller 
size (H = 7.1, D = 5.3 mm, 3 teleoconch whorls), smaller H/D 
ratio, and longer folds formed by growth lines which often 
occupy the whole subsutural slope. There are 24 main axial folds 
on the body whorl. The last protoconch whorl preserved is 
covered with typical diagonally cancellated sculpture. 

The species differs from other species of the genus in its small 
broadly biconic shell with numerous strongly oblique axials and 
short attenuated canal. 


DISTRIBUTION. Gulf of Aden, 2000 m. 


Subgenus BATHYBELA Kobelt, 1905 


Type species: Thesbia nudator Locard, 1897 (subsequent 
designation Dall, 1918) 


Gymnobela (Bathybela) africana Sysoev, new species 
Figs 109-111 


MATERIAL. stn 118, I specimen (holotype, No. 1993114) and 1 
shell (No. 1993115). 


DESCRIPTION OF HOLOTYPE. The shell is large, broadly 
fusiform, thin but solid, reddish-brown to light-brown, and with 
a slightly glossy surface. It consists of 6 whorls, the protoconch is 
missing. The whorls are obtusely angled above the periphery, 
moderately convex below the angulation and slightly concave 
above it. The sutures are rather shallowly impressed, clear, 
straight or wavy in some places. The body whorl is large, 
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occupies about 0.7 of the shell height; the shell base is weakly 
convex, with a distinct bend passes into the straight canal. The 
axial sculpture consists of narrow oblique folds, often with 
sharpened crests. The folds begin in the lower part of the 
subsutural slope and extend to the lower suture on the spire 
whorls and only to the periphery on the body whorl. They are 
most prominent in the place of the whorl angulation. There are 
17 folds on the body whorl and 15 on the penultimate one. The 
growth lines are indistinct on the whorl surface except the 
subsutural slope, some of them are thickened and raised. The 
thickened growth lines, however, do not form the regularly 
arranged plicae on the subsutural slope which are characteristic 
of many deep-sea Daphnellinae. The spiral sculpture is 
represented by rather wide, flattened, wavy ribs unequal in size 
and separated by narrow grooves. The subsutural slope is 
smooth except for several very feeble spiral lines. The aperture is 
broad, the inner lip forms a distinct bend, and the columella is 
twisted. The anal sinus, judging from the growth lines, is shallow 
and broad, its deepest point is situated immediately above the 
middle of subsutural slope. The dried soft body has no 
operculum. 

H = 54.7, Hb = 38.5, Ha = 30.1, D = 22.7 mm. 

The shell of the paratype is larger than in the holotype (H = 
68.0, Hb = 48.2, Ha = 38.5, D = 30.0 mm). It was dead-collected 
and the surface is rather worn. The paratype differs from the 
holotype mainly in its shorter axial folds developed on the body 
whorl only at the place of angulation and obsolete in the last 
quarter of body whorl, and in the canal curved backwards. 

The new species is rather similar to Spergo sibogae Schepman, 
1913 from Indonesia differing in much broader shell (H/D = 3.0 
in S. sibogae and 2.3-2.4 in G. africana). It also shows some 
similarity to Pontiothauma pacei E.A.Smith, 1906 from India 
and Ceylon differing in somewhat more slender shell with short 
axial folds and faint spiral sculpture. 


DISTRIBUTION. East Africa eastward of Mombasa, 1789 m. 


Subgenus THETA Clarke, 1959 


Type species: Pleurotomella (Theta) lyronuclea Clarke, 1959 
(original designation) 


Gymnobela ( Theta) daphnelloides (Dall, 1895) 
Figs 113 & 114 


Mangelia (Spergo) daphnelloides Dall, 1895, p. 683-684, pl. 31, 
fig. 11. 


TYPE LOCALITY. ‘Albatross’, stn 3476 (Hawaiian Islands), 298 
fms. 


MATERIAL. stn 118, I shell. 


The species was originally described within the subgenus Spergo 
which is considered as a full genus by all modern authors. 
However the species differs from the type species of Spergo, 
Mangilia (Spergo) glandiniformis (Dall, 1895), in all important 
conchological characters included by Dall in the original 
diagnosis of the subgenus (the latter was based to a considerable 
extent on the soft body characteristics which are presently 
treated as insignificant for taxonomy at the generic level), i.e. in 
having well developed sculpture and rather deep anal sinus. On 
the other hand, the species is very similar to the group of species 
assigned by Bouchet & Waren (1980) to the genus Theta. The 
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Figs 113-122 Daphnellinae and Mangeliinae. 113, 114 — Gymnobela (Theta) daphnelloides (Dall, 1895), stn 118, H = 27.0; 115 — Mioawateria exten- 
saeformis (Schepman, 1913), stn 26, H = 9.9 mm; 116, 117 — Xanthodaphne maldivica Sysoev, new species, holotype; 118-121 — Benthomangelia 
brachytona (Watson, 1881), stn 119, H = 17.1 mm (118, 119) and lectotype, BM(NH) 1887.2.9.1034, H = 15.1 mm (120, 121); 122 — B. trophonoidea 


Thiele, 1925, stn 185, H = 10.0 mm. 


latter, in its turn, is too poorly distinguished from Gymnobela to 
warrant a generic status and should be regarded as a subgenus. 


DISTRIBUTION. Hawaiian Islands and East Africa, 545—1789 m. 
The present record is a great range extension for the species. 


Genus MIOAWATERIA Vella, 1954 


Type species: Awateria personata Powell, 1954 (original 
designation) 


Mioawateria extensaeformis (Schepman, 1913) 
Fig. 115 


Pleurotomella extensaeformis Schepman, 1913, p. 446, pl. 30, fig. 
5. 

Gymnobela extensaeformis (Schepman) — Thiele, 1925, p. 
490(224), pl. 41(29), fig. 9. 

Magnella extensaeformis (Schepman) — Shuto, 1971, p. 15-16, 
pl. 2, figs 10-12. 


TYPE LOCALITY. ‘Siboga’, stn 212, Banda Sea, 462 m. 
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MATERIAL. stn 26, 2 specimens. 


Of the two specimens available (H = 9.9 and 6.3 mm, both 
without protoconch), the smaller is comparable in size to those 
illustrated by Schepman (8.5 mm, or 8.0 mm according to Shuto, 
1971) and Thiele (6.25 mm) and quite similar to them. The larger 
specimen (Fig. 115) differs in having a broader canal, less 
excavated subsutural slope, and much weaker peripheral spiral 
keel on the body whorl. The spiral sculpture of both specimens is 
subobsolete on the body whorl periphery and upper part of the 
shell base becoming stronger towards the canal. This is in 
contrast to both Schepman's and Thiele’s figures, but agrees well 
with Shuto's (1971) illustration of the holotype. 

The same species was probably figured by Thiele (1925) as the 
North-Atlantic Gymnobela extensa (Dall, 1881). Thiele' figure, 
apparently based on a specimen from Sumatra, differs from his 
illustration of M. extensaeformis in having obsolete spiral ribs 
on the body whorl except for those on the lower shell base and 
canal, but, as mentioned above, this is the feature characteristic 
of M. extensaeformis. 

Recently this species was assigned by Shuto (1971) to 
Magnella Dittmar, 1960. Later, Maxwell (1988) synonymized 
the latter genus with the New Zealand genus Mioawateria Vella, 
1954. This synonymization seems to be reasonable, though the 
status of Mioawateria itself remains somewhat uncertain due to 
great similarity to Gymnobela Verrill, 1884. The main difference 
between two latter genera is the shape of anal sinus which is very 
shallow in Mioawateria. At the same time, the shape of sinus in 
Gymnobela is rather variable, and there are species, traditionally 
included into Gymnobela, quite comparable to Mioawateria in 
this character (e.g. G. blakeana (Dall, 1881)). Thus, after 
comparative examination of broad range of Gymnobela species 
in respect to the anal sinus shape, Mioawateria may be either a 
large and very widely distributed genus or a synonym of 
Gymnobela. 


DISTRIBUTION. East Africa (Gulf of Aden to Kenya), Sumatra, 
Banda Sea, 439—2312 m. The present record is the deepest one. 


Genus XANTHODAPHNE Powell, 1942 


Type species: Pleurotoma ( Thesbia) membranacea Watson, 1886 
(original designation) 


Xanthodaphne maldivica Sysoev, new species 
Figs 116 & 117 
MATERIAL. stn 143, 1 specimen (holotype No. 1993116). 


DESCRIPTION. The shell is narrowly fusiform, slender, thin but 
solid, light-brown, with glossy surface, consists of the 
protoconch and 9 teleoconch whorls. The protoconch is partly 
broken off, but the remaining 1.5 whorls are covered with the 
typical diagonally cancellated sculpture. The teleoconch whorls 
are slightly concave in the upper part and weakly convex below. 
Early teleoconch whorls are angled in the lower part just near the 
suture, this angulation rapidly shifts upwards and becomes less 
prominent and practically disappears on the 6th whorl. There is 
a weak subsutural fold on initial teleoconch whorls. The sutures 
are very shallow, distinct, and more or less straight. The growth 
lines are clear, thin, numerous, and strongly curved. The 
sculpture is represented only by low, wide ribs on the canal; these 
rapidly become obsolete on the shell base. The shell base is 
weakly convex and smoothly passes into the canal. The canal is 
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straight, not differentiated from narrow aperture. The inner lip is 
covered with a very weak callus which becomes thicker towards 
the canal extremity. The anal sinus is wide and moderately deep, 
subsutural, ‘reversed L’-shaped, its deepest part is situated just 
below the suture. The outer lip strongly projects forward below 
the sinus. H = 29.0, Hb = 17.1, Ha = 14.3, D=9.0 mm. 

The new species differs from all known species of the genus in 
its slender and narrow shell almost completely devoid of spiral 
sculpture. 


DISTRIBUTION. Maldive Islands, 797 m. 


Subfamily MANGELIINAE Fischer, 1883 
Genus BENTHOMANGELIA Thiele, 1925 


Type species: Surcula trophonoidea Schepman, 1913 (original 
designation) 


Benthomangelia brachytona (Watson, 1881) 
Figs 118-121 


Pleurotoma (Drillia) brachytona Watson, 1881, p. 415. 
Pleurotoma ( Spirotropis) brachytona Watson — Watson, 1886, p. 
324-325, pl. 18, fig. 3. 


TYPE LOCALITY. “Challenger”, stn 191, off the Arrou Island, 
south-west of Papua, 800 fms. 


MATERIAL. stn 119, 1 shell. 


The specimen from the stn 119 (H = 17.1 mm) is quite similar to 
Watson's illustration and to the photograph of one of two 
syntypes (which should be designated as lectotype) (Figs 120 & 
121, H = 15.3 mm according to Watson) (the second syntype is 
represented by broken and heavily worn shell) stored in the 
NHM. It differs from the lectotype only in more slender shell 
(H/D = 2.20 vs. 2.03 (Watson's measurements) or 1.96 (measured 
by the photograph) in Watson's specimen) with fewer axial folds. 


DISTRIBUTION. East Africa and Indonesia, 1463 and 


1207-1463 m. 


Benthomangelia trophonoidea (Schepman, 1913) 
Fig. 122 


Surcula trophonoidea Schepman, 1913, p. 62(426)-63(427), pl. 
28, fig. 3. 

Mangelia ( Benthomangelia ) trophonoidea (Schepman) — Thiele, 
1925, p. 190(224)—191(225), pl. 27(39), fig. 25, text-fig. 25. 

Benthomangelia trophonoidea (Schepman) — Okutani, 1966, p. 
23, text-fig. 11. 

? Marshallena gracilispira Powell, 1969, p. 370-371, pl. 281, fig. 2. 


TYPE LOCALITY. “Siboga”, stn 45, Flores Sea, 794 m. 
MATERIAL. stn 185, 1 shell. 


The shell from the JME material is small (H = 10.0 mm, which is 
smaller than all the previously recorded specimens, i.e. 16 mm 
(Schepman), 15.9 mm (Thiele, measured by the figure), and 15.5 
mm (Okutani, measured by the figure)) and apparently rather 
young. It differs from the original description and figure in 
having prominent tubercles on the subsutural fold of all the shell 
whorls and in less curved and more developed axial ribs on the 
subsutural slope. The presence of short plicae on early whorls, 
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which disappear towards the body whorl, was mentioned by 
Shepman for the much larger paratype. The prominent axial ribs 
on the subsutural slope are seen in Thiele's figure of the species. 
Judging from the published figures of B. trophonoidea, the 
species is rather variable, though it can be mentioned that the 
proportions of the shell (H/D and Hs/H) are rather constant in 
different specimens. Thiele's figure illustrates a somewhat more 
slender shell with better differentiated and more straight 
siphonal canal and much longer axial ribs, almost reaching the 
canal (they do not reach the whorl periphery in the holotype). 
Okutani published an illustration of a shell with a high and 
narrow spire. However, the variability of B. troplionoidea does 
not exceed that of the Atlantic representatives of the genus 
(Bouchet & Waren, 1980). 

Marshallena gracilispira Powell, 1969, described from Borneo 
and Philippines, 558-717 m, is probably a synonym of B. 
trophonoidea, from both original description and figure it is 
impossible to find any essential characters distinguishing the 
former species from the latter. However, this question cannot be 
resolved without an examination of type specimens and more 
material. 


DISTRIBUTION. Gulf of Aden, Indonesia, and southern Japan, 
660-2000 m. The present record is the most western and most 
deep-sea locality. 


The following species were also mentioned from the John 
Murray Expedition bathyal samples by A.W.B.Powell (1964, 
1969) but not found in the material studied: 


Lucerapex denticulata (Thiele, 1925) — Powell, 1964, p. 286 (stn 
176, Gulf of Aden, 732 m; stn 184, Gulf of Aden, 1270 m). 
Nihonia circumstricta (von Martens, 1901) — Powell, 1969, p. 334 
(stn 110, off Pemba Id., 333 m). 

Leucosyrinx julia Thiele, 1925 — Powell, 1969, p. 338 (stn 34, Gulf 
of Aden, 1040 m). 

Typhlosyrinx vepallida (von Martens, 1902) — Powell, 1969, p. 
360 (stn 184, Gulf of Aden, 1270 m). 

Marshallena philippinarum (Watson, 1882) — Powell, 1969, p. 
369-370 (three stations without numbers indicated, Gulf of 
Aden and off Pemba Id., 1061, 1022, and 802 m). 


DISCUSSION 


A total of 50 species of deep-sea conoidean gastropods were 
found in the JME collection. They belong to 3 families, 6 
subfamilies, 22 genera and 3 subgenera. Lower conoideans 
(families Drilliidae and Turridae) prevail in the material: 30 
species vs. 20 in Conidae. Among subfamilies, the most 
species-rich appeared to be Cochlespirinae (9 species) and 
Clathurellinae (11 species). 

The material studied seemingly does not represent well the 
fauna of the North-Western Indian Ocean; this is evidenced by 
low percentage of small species and juvenile individuals of larger 
species as compared, for example to East African bathyal fauna 
described by Thiele (1925). This is probably due to methods of 
collection. Additional evidence for this may be the very high 
share of lower conoideans, often respresented by large species, 
(60%) which far exceeds the respective values for East African 
fauna (about 41%, calculated from Thiele's (1925) list) and for 
other world-wide faunas (Sysoev, 1991). 

Nevertheless, some remarks on the JME collection can be 
made. The fauna has a typical bathyal appearance, with only few 
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representatives of characteristic shallow-water (e.g. Drillia) and 
abyssal (e.g. Gymnobela ( Theta) genera. 

The high percentage of new species in the material studied 
(about 1/3) indicates that the North-Western Indian Ocean is 
still insufficiently explored. This is additionally confirmed by the 
very low overlap with faunal lists obtained by other expeditions: 
for example, only 5 out of 59 bathyal species reported by Thiele 
(1925) for East Africa were found in the JME collection (plus 4 
species recorded by Powell — see above); the same is true for the 
bathyal fauna of Southern India collected by the ‘Investigator’ (7 
species found out of 37 reported by Winckworth, 1940). 

Most species were found at only one station, and thus the 
main areas covered by the JME investigations (i.e. Gulf of Aden, 
Zanzibar area, and Maldive Islands) have very few common 
species: 2 species (Comitas subsuturalis and Gemmula amabilis) 
were found in all three areas, 2 species (Gemmula bisinuata) and 
Borsonia symbiophora) — in the two first regions, and one species 
(Comitas erica) — in the two last. All species also found outside 
the region studied are apparently widely distributed in the 
Indo-Pacific. Of particular interest in this connection are the 
findings which greatly extend the geographic range of respective 
species: Horaiclavus splendidus previously known from Japan, 
Leucosyrinx claviforma from North-Western Australia, and 
Gymnobela daphnelloides from Hawaii. 
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